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N 808 
J To the right noble 
Gentlemã, Maſter Philip Sidney 
Eſquier, Stephan Goſſon wiſheth health 
of body, wealth of minde, rewarde 

of vertue, aduauncement of honour, 


and good ſucceſſe in godly 
affaires, 


AAligula lying in 
Fraunce with a 
greate armie of 
fighting menne, 
A brought all his 
force; on a ſudden 
to the Sea ſide, as though hee in- 
tended to cutte ouer, and inuade 
Englande: when he came to the 
ſhore, his Souldiers were preſent- 
ly ſet in araye, him ſelfe ſhipped 
in aſmall barke, weyed Ancors, 
and lanched our; he had not play- 
ed long in the Sea, vvafting too 
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J To the 


right noble 


Gentlemã, Maſter Philip Sidney 

Eſquier ,S tephan Goſſon wiſheth health 

of body, wealth of minde, rewarde 
of vertue, aduauncement of honour, 


and good ſucceſſe in godly 
affaires. 


Aligula lying in 


Fraunce with a 
greate armie of 
fighting menne, 
Ibrought all his 
force, on a ſudden 


to the Sea ſide, as though hce in- 
tended to cutte ouer, and inuade 
Euglande: when he came to the 
ſhore, his Souldiers were preſent- 
ly ſet in araye, him ſelfe ſhipped 
in aſmall barke, weyed Ancors, 
and lanched out; he had not play- 
ed long in the Sea, vvafting too 


73 
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and 


The Epiſtle 1 


and fro, at his pleaſure, but he re- 


turned agayne, ſtroke ſayle, gaue 
allarme to his ſouldiers in token 
of battaile, & charged euerie man 
too gather cockles, I knowe not 
(right worſhipfull) whether my 
lelfe be as frantike as Caligula in 
my proceedings, becauſe that af- 


ter J haue ſet out the flag of defi- 


ance to ſome abuſes, I may ſeeme 
well ynough too ſtrike vp the 
drumme, and bring all my pow- 
er to a vaine skirmiſhe. The title 


of my book doth promiſe much, 


the volume you ſee is very little: 
& ſithens I can not beare out my 
follic by authoritie, like an Em- 
perour; I wil craue pardon for 
my Phrenzie, by ſubmiſsion, 
as your woorſhippes too com- 
maunde « The Schoole which 

I builde, 


— 


Dedicatorie. 
I builde, is narrowe, and ar: 
the firſte bluſhe appeareth but a. 
doggchole; yet ſmall Cloudes 
carie water; ſlender threedes 
ſowe ſure ſtitches ; little heares 
haue their ſhadowes; blunt 
ſtones whette kniues; from hard 
rockes, flowe ſoft ſpringes; the 
whole worlde is drawen in a 
mappe;Homers Iliades in a nutte 
ſhell; a Kings picture in a pennieʒ 
Little Cheſtes may holde greate 
Treaſure; a fewe Cyphers con- 
tayne the ſubſtice of a rich Mer. 
chant; The ſhorteſt Pamphlette 
maye ſhrowde matter; The har- 
deſt heade may giue light; and 
the harſheſt penne maye ſette 
downe ſome what woorth the 
reading. Y X 
- Heethathath binſhooke with 
oy 2.4 a 


—— 


The Epiſtle 
a fierce ague, giueth good coun- 
ſell to his friends when he is wel: 
When Ouid had roaued long 
on the Seas of wantonneſſe, hee 
became a good Pilot to all that 
followed, and printed a carde of 
euer ie daunger: and I perſwade 
my ſelfe, that ſeeing the abuſes 
which I reueale, try ing the tho- 
rowly to my hurt, and bearing 
the ſtench of the yet in my owne 
noſe, I may beſt make the frame, 
found the ſchoole, and reade the 
firſt lecture of all my ſelfe, too 
warne euery man to auoyde the 
perill . W herein I am contrary 
ro Simonides,, for hee was cuer 
ſlowe to vtter, and ſwift to con- 
ceale, becing more ſorrowefull, 
that he had ſpoken, then that hee 
had held his peace, But I accuſe 
my 


w,. 


Dedicatorit, 
my ſelfe of diſcourteſie too my 
friendes, in keeping theſe abuſes 
ſo long ſecret, and nowe thinke 
my duetie diſcharged in lay inge 
them open. 

A good Phiſition when the 
diſeaſe cannot bee cured within, 
thruſterh the corruption out in 
the face, and deliuereth his Pati- 
ent to the Chirurgion: Though 
my skill in Phiſicke bee ſmall, I 
haue ſome experience in theſe 
maladyes, which I thruſt out 
with my penne too euety mans 
viewe, yeelding the ranke fleſhe 
to the Chirurgions xn ife, and ſo 
ridde my handes of the cure, for 
it paſſeth my cunning too heale 
them priuily, 

If your Worſhippe vouch- 
ſafe to enter the . 
an 


* 
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The Epiſtle 


and walke an hower or twaine 


within for your pleaſure, you 


ſhall ſee what I teach , which 
preſente my Schoole , my cun- 
ning,and my ſelfe to your wor- 
thy Patronage; Beſceching you, 
though I bidde you to Dinner, 
not to looke for a feaſt fit for the 
curious taſte of a perfect Cour- 
tier: but too imitate Philip of 
Macedon, who bceing inuited 
to a Farmers houſe , hen hee 
came from Hunting, brought a 
greater trayne than the poore 
man looked for: When they 
vvere ſette, the good Philip per- 
ceiuing his Hoſte ſorowfull, for 
want of meate to ſatiſſie ſo ma- 
ny, exhorted his friends to k 

their ſtomackes fot the ſeconde 


courſe: whereyppon euery man 


fedde 


—— 


-Dedicatorie. 
fedde modeſtly on that whiche 


ſtoode before him , and lefte 
meare inough at the taking vppe 
of the table. And ] truſt if your 
Worſhippe feede ſparingly on 
this, (too comforte your poore 
Hoſte) in hope of a better courſe 
heereafter, though the Diſhes be 
fewe, that I ſet before you, 
they ſhall for this time 
ſuffice your ſelfe 
& a great ma- 
ny moe. 


Your Woarjoippes to 


comma Stephas 
Geſſon, 


Tothe Reader, 


Px Entlemen, and o- 
D, l thers, you may wel 
„ thinke that I (ell 

n you my corne, and 
o\| cate Chaffe; bar ter 
my vine, & drinke 
5 Water; ſith I take 
ypon mee to drĩiue you from Playes, 
when mine o ne woorkes are dayly 
to be ſcene vpon ſtages, as ſufficient 
witneſſes of mine ownefolly,and ſe- 
uere Iudges againſte my ſelfe. But 
| if you ſawe how many teares of ſor- 

| rowe mine eyes ſhed,when I beholde 
them zor how many drops of blood 
my heart ſweates, when I temember 
| them;yon would not ſo much blame 
| me for miſſeſpending my time, when 
Iknew not what I did; as commend 
mee at the laſte, for recouering my 
| ſteppes, with grauer counſell After- 
| wittes are euet beſt, burnt Children 
| dread the ſire. I haue ſcene thatwhich 
| you behold, & I ſhun that which you 
frequent. 


„ 


— 


To the Reader. 


frequent, And that Imight the eaſior 
pull your mindes from ſuch ſtudyes, 
drawe your feete from ſuch places; I 
haue ſente you a Schoole of thoſe 
abuſes, which I haue gathered by ob- 
ſeruation. 

Theodorus the Atheiſt complay- 
ned, that his ſchollers were woont, 
how plaine ſoeuer he ſpake, to miſ- 
conſter him; howe right ſoeuer hee 
wrote, to wreſt him: And Ilooke for 
ſome ſuch Auditors in my Schoole, 
as of rancour will hit me, ho ſocuer 
Iwarde; or of ſtomake aſſayle mee, 
howe ſoeuer I bee garded; making 
black of white,Chalke of Cheeſe, the 
full Moone of a meſſe of Cruddes. 
Theſe are ſuch as with curſt Curres - 
barke at cuery man but their owne 
friendes : theſe ſnatch vp bones in 
open ſtreetes, and byte them with 
madneſſe in ſecrete corners: theſe 
with ſharpe windes,pearce ſubtiler in 
narrowe lanesthenin large fieldes. 
And ſith there js neither authoritie in 

me 


„ 


To the Reader. 


me to bridle their tongues, nor rea- 
fon in them to rule their owne talke; 
I am contented to ſuffer their taunts; 
requeſting you which are Gentlemẽ, 
of curteſie to beare with me, and be- 
cauſe you are learned amende the 
faulres freendly , which eſcape the 
Preſſe: The ignoraunt IR no , e 
will ſwallow them dow ne, 
and digeſtthem with 
eaſe. Farewel. 


Yours Stephan 


Goſſon. > 


© The Schoole of 


Abuſe. 


s HE Syracuſans bs 
7 ſed ſuch varietie of 
Wi diſhes in thep2 ban» 
. ee quets, that when 
Ithep were ſette, and 
E their boozdes furnt« 
ſhed, they were ma⸗ 
np times in doubt, which they ſhoulde 
touch firlk, oz taſte laſt. And in mp opt» 
nion the woꝛlde giuech every walter (a 
large a ſielde to walke in, that befoze he 
ſet penne to the booke, he ſhall find him 
ſelfe &aſted at Syracuſa, vncertaine 
where to begin, oz when co end. This 
cauſed Pindarvs coo queſtion with his 
Mule, whether he were better wich his 
arc to diſcifer the life of Nimpe Me- 
lia, o Cadmus encoũter with the Dra- 
gon, 02 the warres of Hercules, at the 
walles of Thebes,02 Bacchus cuppes, 
02 Venus . Hee ſawe ſo many 

turnings 

—_ a 


The Schoole 


turninges lapde open to his fete, that 
bee kne we not which wap to bende his 
ace. | 

. Therkoze as J cannot but cõmende 
his wiſedome, whiche in banqueting 
fee des moſt vpen that, that doth nouriſh 
beſt; ſo muſt J diſpꝛayſe his methode 
in wiiting, which following the courſe 
of amarous Poets, dwelleth longeſt in 
thoſe pointes, that pꝛolite leaſt; and like 
a wanton welpe, leauech the game, to 
runne riot. The Scarabe flies ouermas« 
ny a ſweete flower, & lightes in a cow⸗ 
ſhard: It is the cuſtome of the flpe to 
leaue the ſound places ofthe Poꝛſe, and 
ſuck at the Bot ch: The nature of Cot 
loquintida,todzaw the woꝛſt humours 
too it ſelfe: The maner ofſwtne,to foꝛ⸗ 
ſake the fayze fieldes,and wallaw in the 
myꝛe: And the whole pꝛactiſe of Po · 
ets, eyther with fables to ſhem theyꝛ a⸗ 
buſes,02 with plaine tearmes to vnfold 
they? miſchiefe, diſcouer they2 ſhame, 
diſcredit them ſelues, and diſperſe their 
poylon thozugh all the wozlde, Virgil 
ſweates in deſcribyng his Gnat:Ouid 
—  beſfirreth 


——c 
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Geſtirrethhim co paintout his Flea:the 
one ſhewes his art in the {uſt of Dido, 
the other his cuyningin the inceſte of 
Myrrha, and that trumpet of Baudrie, 
the Craft ot loue. 

J mult confeſle that Poets are the 
whetſkones of wit,notwuhtaving that 
wit is dearly bonght:where hony and 
call are mixed, it will be hard to ſe⸗ 
uer the one from the other. The des 
ceitfull Phiſicion giueth ſweete Syꝛ⸗ 
ropes to make his popſon goe downe 
the ſmoother: The Juggler caſteth a 
myſt to wozke the cloler: The Syrens 
ſong is the Saplers wack: The Fows 
lers whiſtle, the birdes death: The 
wholeſome bapte, the fiſhes bane: The 
Parpies haue Uirgins faces, and vul⸗ 
tures Talentes: Hyena ſpeakes like a 
friend, deuoures like a Foe: The cal⸗ 
melt Seas hide dangerous Nockes: 
the Moolk iettes tn TUeathers felles : 
Many good ſentences are ſpoken bp 
Dauus, to ſhadowe his knanery : and 
mitten by Poets, as oznamentes ta 
. their woozkes , and letce 


4.2. their 
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The Schoole. 


they2 trumperie too ſale without ſuf 
pect. | 
Burt if vou looke well coo Epæus 
hozſe, you ſhall finde in his bowels the 
deſtruction of Troy: open the ſepulchze 
of Semyramis, whole Title pꝛomiſeth 
ſuche wealth co the Kinges of Perſia, 
you ſhall ſee nothing bucdeade bones: 
Rippe vp the golden Ball, that Nero 
tonſecrated to Jupiter Capitollinus, 
you ſhall haue it ſtuffed with the ſha» 
uinges of his Beard: pul off the viſary 
that Poets maſke in, pou ſhall diſcloſe 
their repꝛoch . bewnay their vanitie, loth 
their wantonnelle, lament their kollie, 
and perceiue the ir ſharpe ſapings to ve 
placed as Pearles in Dunghils, freſh 
pictures onrotten walles, chaſte Ma⸗ 
trons apparel on common Curteſans. 
Thee are the Cuppes of Circes, that 
turne reaſonable Creatures into bzute 
Beaſtes; the balles of Hippomenes, 
that Hinder the courſe of Atalanta; and 
the blocks ok the Dinel that are call in 
our wapes, to cut off the raſe of toward 
wittes. Mo marneple though Plato 
. | ſyut 
32 — 


of Abuſe... * . 


Hut them out of his Schoole, and bani⸗ 
ſhed them quite from his common 
wealth, as effeminate wꝛiters, vnpꝛoli⸗ 
table members; and vtter enimies to 
vertue. . 

The Romans were verie deſirous 
to imitate the Greekes, and pet verie 
loth to receive their Poets: inſomuch 
that Cato layth it in the diſhe of Mar. 
cus the noble as a foule repꝛoche, that 
in the time of his Conſulſhippe, hee 
bzought Ennius the Poet into his pꝛo⸗ 
uince. Tullie accuſtomed to read them 
with great diligence in his pouch, but 
when hee waxed grauer in ſtudie, elder 


in yeares, riper in iudgement, heeac-,, 


cõpted them the kathers of lyes, Pipes 
ok banitie, x Schooles of Abuſe, Max- 
imus Tyrius taketh vppon him to de⸗ 
fend the diſcipline of theſe Doctoꝛs vn» 
der the name of Homer, wefting the 
raſhnes of Aiax, to balour; the cowardice 
ok Vliſſes, eo Policie;the dotage of Ne - 
ſtor, ta graue counſell; and the battaile 
of Troy, toa the woonderfull conflict of 
the fore Elementes: where Juno 

| A3 which 
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A deſperate 
conflict, 


The Schools. 


which is counted the ayze, ſettes in her 
foote to take vp the ſtrife,# ſteps boldly 
betwixt them to part the fray. It is a 
Pageant woozth the light, to beholde 
hom he labozs w Mountaines to bꝛing 
foo2th Miſe ; much like to ſome of thoſe 
Mlapers, that come to the ſcaffold with 
Dꝛum & Trumpet to pꝛoler ſkirmilhe, 
and when they haue ſoũded Allarme,off 
go the peeces to encounter a ſhadom, oz 
conquere a Paper monſter. Dou will 
ſmile J am ſure it you read it, to ſee how 
this mozal! Philoſopher toyles too 
dꝛaw the Lyonsſkin vpon Æſops Aſſe. 
Hercules ſpoes on a childes feete, ant- 
piyfping that which the mote it is ſtir⸗ 


red, the moꝛe it ſtinkes he leſſe it is tal- 


ked of, the better it is uked; r as wap- 
warde childꝛen, the moze they bee flate⸗ 
red, the woꝛſe they art ʒoꝛ as curſt (ozes 
with often touching wa re angry, c run 
the longer without healing. Me attribu⸗ 
teth the beg inning of bertue to Miner 
ua, cf friendſhip to Venus, & the roote 
of allhandy crafts to Vulcan; but if he 
bad bꝛoke his arme aſwel as his legge, 

when 


, 


when he fel out of heauen into Lemnos, 
either Apollo muſt haue played the 
Boneſetter, 02 everp occupation beene 
laide a water. Plato when he laue the 


doctrine of theſe Teachers, neither fo2 Poets bani- 
p2ofite, neceſſary, no2 to be wiſhed fog ſhed by T4. 


pleaſure, gaue them all Dzũmes enters 
tainmentc,not ſuffering thẽ once toſhew 
their faces in a refozmed cõmon wealth, 
And the ſame Tyrius that lapes ſuch a 
feũdation foꝛ N oets, in the name of Ho 
mer,ouerthzows his whole building in 
the perſon of Mithecus , which was an 
excellent Cooke among the Greekes, x 
aſmuch honozed fo2 his confections , ag 
Phidias foꝛ his caruing, But when he 
came to Sparta, thinking there foz his 
cunning to be accciited a God, the good 
lawes of Licurgus, cuſtom of the coũ· 
try were to hot fo2 his diet, The gouer⸗ 
noꝛs baniſhed him # his art, al the in⸗ 
habitants folowing the ſteppes of their 
Mꝛedeceſſoꝛs, bſed not with dainties ta 
pꝛouoke appetite, but with labour and 
trauell coo whette their ſtomackes to 
their meate. J map well liken Ho- 
A. 4. mer 
"20 8 
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Hoetes and 
Cookes com · 


pared togither. 


Poetrie in 


The Schoole 


mer to Mithecus , Poets to Cookes 
the pleaſures of the one winnes the bo⸗ 
dy frõ laboz, c conquereth the ſenſe ; the 
alluremẽt of the other dzawes the mind 
from vertue, and conkoundech wit, As 
in euerp perfect common wealth there 
ought co be good laws eſtabliſhed, right 
mainteined, wꝛong repꝛeſſed, vertue res 
warde d, vice puniſhed, and all maner ol 
abuſes thoꝛoughlypurged: So ought 
there ſuch ſchooles faz che furtherance 
of the ſame to be aduaunced, that young 
men mape bee taught that in greene 
yeeres, that becomes them to pꝛactiſe 
in grap haires. 

Anacharſis beeing demaunded of 


5cy:bia without à Greeke, whether they had not inſtru- 


vice, as the 
Phœix in 


bia, without a 


fellow. 


mentes of Pulicke , oz Schooles of 
Poetrie in Scythia, anſwered,yes, and 
that without vice, as though it were et⸗ 
ther impoſſible,o2 incredible, that no a» 
buſe ſhould be learned where ſuch leſſõs 
are taught, ſuch ſehooles mainteined. 
Saluſt in deſcribing the nurture 

of Sempronia, commendeth her witte 
3 that ſhee cculde frame her lelle to 
all 


— @ * 
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all compantes,tootalke diſcretely wich 


wyſe men, and vaynely with wantons , 


taking a quip ere it came too grounde, 
and returning it back without a faulte. 
She was taught (ſaith he) boch Greek 
and Latine, ſhe coulde verſiſie, ſing, and 
daunce, better then became an honeſt 
woman, Sappho was ſkilfull in Poe⸗ 
trie and ſung wel, but ſhe was whoꝛ ich. 
I ſet not this downe too condemne the 
giftes ofverſifpiag, daunſing, oz ſings 
png in women, ſothey dee vſed with 
meane, æ exerciſed in due tyme. But ta 
ſhew pou that as by Anacharſis repozt 
the Scythians did it without offence:(a 
one Swalowe bꝛinges not Sommer; 
noz one particular example ſuffictenc 
p2oofe fo2 a generall pꝛecept. CUhyte 
ſiluer, dꝛawes a blacke lyne; Fp2e is as 
burtfull, as healthie; Water as daun⸗ 
gerous, as it is commodicus; and theſe 
qualities as harde to bee wel vſed when 
we haue them, as they are to be learned 
befoze wee get them. Hee that goes to 
Sea, muſt ſmel of the Ship; and that 
laples into Poets wil ſauour of Pitch. 

C. Matius 
N 90 9 


Qualities al- 


lowed in we- 
men. 
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C. Marius in the aſſembly of the 
whole Senate at Rome, ina ſole mne 
oꝛation, giueth an account of his bꝛin⸗ 
ging vp: be ſheweth that he hath beene 


. taught to lye on the ground, to ſuffer all 


Poets chiele 
Maiſters in 


Greece, 


Poets bani- 
ched fro Rome, 


Dios in vita 
WNeronts, 


weathers, to leade men, to ſtrike his foe, 
to feare nothing but an euill name: and 
chalengeth pꝛaiſe vnto him ſelle, in that 

bee neuer learned the Gzeeke tongue , 

neither ment to be inſtructed in it heers 

after, either that he thought it too farre 

a ioꝑnep to fetche learning beponde the 
ſielde, 02 becauſe he doubted the abu» 
ſes of "thoſe Schooles, where Poets 
were euer the head Maiſters. Tiberius 
the Emperour ſawe ſome what, when 
he iudged Scaurus to death foz waiting 

a Tragidie : Auguſtus, when hee bas 
niſhed Ouid: And Nero when he char- 
ged Lucan, to put vp his pipes, to ſtay 
bis penne and wzite no moze, Burrus 
and Seneca the ſchoolemaiſters of Ne- 
ro are flowted and hated ofthe people, 
fo: teaching their Scholer the ſong of 
Attis. Fo2 Dion ſaith, that the hearing 
_ wzoonge laughter and mw 
rom 
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from molt of thoſe that were then abone 
him. IA herby iudge that they ſcoꝛned 
the folly of the teachers, and lamented 
the frenzte of the Scholer, who beeing 
Emperour of Rome, and bearing the 
weight of the whole common wealth 
bppon his ſhoulders, was eaſier to bee 
dzawen to vanitie by wanton Poets, 
then to good gouernment by the father; 
ly counſell of graueSenato2s. They 
were condemned to dye by the lawes of 
the Peathens , which inchaunted the 
graine in other mens grounds: and are 
not they accurſed thinke you by the 
mouth of God, which hauing che go⸗ 
uernment of poũg Pzinces , with Pocs 
tical fãtaſies dꝛaw tbem tothe ſcho oles 
of their owne abuſes, bewitching the 
graine in the greene blade, that was 
ſowed fo2 the ſuſtenance of many thous 
ſauds, æ poiſoning the ſpzing with the ix 
amoꝛous lapes,whence the whole com- 
mon wealch ſhould fetch water: But to 
leaue the ſcepter to Iupiter, and inſtruc» 
ting of Pꝛinces to Plutarch and Xe- 
nophon, Iwill bearg a lowe ſaple,and, 

rowe 
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rowe neere the ſhoze, leaſt J chaunce 
to bee carried beponde my reache, 02 
runne a grounde in choſe Coaſts which 
J neuer knewe . Pp onely endeuour 
ſhalbe to ſhew you that in a rough caf, 
which I ſee in a cloude, loking thzough 
mylingers. 

And becauſe J haue bene matriculs . 
ted my ſelfe in the ſchoole, where! ſo ma · 
ny abuſes floziſh, J wil imitate p dogs 
of Agypt, which cõming to the bancks 

of Nylus too quenche their thirſte, ſpp 
and away. dꝛinke running, leſt they bee 
ſnapte ſhoꝛt foꝛ a pꝛay too Crocodiles. 
Ichoulde tel tales out of the Schoole , 
and bee Ferruled foꝛ mp faulte, o2 
byſſed at fo2 a blab, yf J lapde al the 
oꝛders open befoze pour eyes. You are 
no ſooner entred, but libertie looſeth the 
reynes, and geues pou head, placing 
vou with Poetrie in the loweſt fozme: 
when his ſkill is ſhowne too make his 
Scholer as good as euer twangde, hee 
pꝛelerres you too yping, from Py⸗ 
ping to plaping, from plap to pleaſure, 
den pleaſure to ſlouth, from m_ toa 
eepe, 
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Neepe,from ſicepe too ſinne, from ſinne 
to death, from death to che deuill, if you 
take pour learniug apace, and paſſe 
though euery fozme without reuols 
ting.L ooke not too have mee diſcourſe 
theſe at large, the Crocodile watcheth 
to take me tardie, which ſoeuer of them 
Itouche, is a byle:Trype and goe , fo2 
I dare not tatry. 

Heraclides actounteth Amphyon 
the ringlcader of Þcets and Pypers: 
Delphus Philammones penned the 
birth of Latona, Diana, & Apollo in 
verle; and taught the people to Pype E 
Daunce rounde about the Temple of 
Delphos, Heſiodus was as cunning 
in Pyping,as in Poetrie: ſo was Ter- 
pandrus,and after him Clonas. Apol- 
lo which is honcured of Poets as the 
God of their Art, had at the one ſide of 
bis Idol in Delos a Bowe, and at the 
other, the thzee Graces with thee 
ſundꝛie inſtruments, of which one was 
a pype, and ſome wꝛiters affirme that 
be pyped himſelfe now and than. 

Poetrie and ppping, haue allwaies 

beene 
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bene lo vnited togither, that til the time 
of Melanippides, Pipers were Poets 
byerlings. But marke A pꝛay vou, how 
they are no we both abuled. 

The right ble of auncient Poetrie 
was too haue the notable exploptes of 
woozthy Captaines, the holeſome coin» 
cels of good fachers, and vertuous lines 
of p2edeceſſo2s ſet downe in numbers, 
and ſong to the Inſtrument at ſolemne 
feaſtes,that che ſound of the one might 
d}aw the hearers from kiſling the cupp 
too often;the ſenſe ofthe other put them 
ta minde of things paſt,and chaulk out 
the wap to do the like. After this maner 
were the Bzotians trained from rude- 
neſſe to ciuilitie, The Lacedæmonians 
inſtructed by Tyrtezus verſe, The Ar- 
giues by the melody of Teleſilla, And 
the Lesbians bp Alcæus Odes. 

To his end are inſtruments bled in 
battaile, not to tickle the eare, but too 
teach enerp ſouldier when co ſtrike and 
when to tap. when to flpe, and when to 
followe, Chiron by ſinging to bis ins 
ſtrument, qnencheth Achiles furye : 
Terpandrus 
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Terpandrus with his notes, layeth 
the tempeſt, and pacifies the tumult at 
Lacedæmon: Homer with his Mu⸗ 
licke cured the lick Souldiers in the 
Grecians campe , and purged euerp 
mans Tent of che Plague. Thinke 
vou that thoſe miracles coulde bee 
mought wich plaping of Daunces , 
Dumpes, Pauins, Galtardes , Peas 
ſures Fancyes,oz new 2rcpnes% They 
neuer came wher this grewe, noꝛ knew 
what it ment. 

Pythagoras bequeathes them a 
Clookebagge , and condemnes them 
fo2 fooles , that iudge Muſicke by 
ſounde and eare. Ik pou will bee 
good Scholers, and p2ofite well in the 
Arte of Mulicke, ſhutte pour Fidels in 
their tales, and loeke bp to heauen: the 
oder of the Spheres, the unfallible 
motion ofthe Planets, the iuſte courſe 
of the peere, andvartetie of ſeaſons, 
the concozde of the Elementes and 
their qualyties, Fpre, Water , Apze, 
Earth, Peate, Colde, Moyſture and 
Dzoughe concurring togeather to the 

con. 
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conſtitution of earthly bodies and ſits 

ſtenanceof euery creature. 
The politike Lawes, in well go⸗ 
True Muficke, uerned common wealthes, that treade 
downe the pꝛowde, and vpholde the 
meeke, the loue of che King e his ſub» 
iectes, the Father and his childe, the 
Loꝛde and his Slane , the Maiſter 
and bis Man, The Trophees and 
Triumphes ofoure aunceſtours, which 
purſued vertue at the hardeheeles, and 
ſhunned vpce as a rocke foz feare of 
ſhipwꝛacke, are excellent maiſters too 
ſhewe pou that this is righe Mulicke, 
this perfecte harmony. Chiron when 
bee appeaſed the wath of Achilles, 
tolde him the duecie of a good ſouldter, 
repeated the vertues of his father Pe- 
leus, and ſung the famous euterpyiles 
of noble men. Terpandrus whenhe en⸗ 
ded the bꝛabbles at Lacedæmon, ney⸗ 
ther pyped Rogero noz Turkelony, 
but reckoning vp the commodities of 
friendeſhip, and fruites of debace,put« 
ting them in mind of Lycurgus laweg, 
taught them too treade a better =_ 
ure. 
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When Homers muſicke dꝛoue the pe 
ſtilence from the Grecians camp, there 
was no ſuch vertue in his penne, noꝛ in 
bis pipe, but it I might bee vmpier, in 
the ſweet harmony of diuerſe natures & 
wonderful cõcoʒd ot ſundꝛy med icines. 
Foz Apolloes cunning extendeth it felf 
aſwel to Phiſick, as mulick oz Poetrie, 
And Plutarch repoꝛteth that as Chi- 
ron was a wiſe man, a learned Poet, a 
ſkilful Mulition, ſo was hee alſo a 
teacher of iuſtice, by ſhewing what 
Pꝛinces ought to doe, and a Readerof 
Phiſicke, by opening the natures of 
manie ſimples. It por enquire howe 
manie ſuche Poetes and Pipers wee 
haue in our Age, I am perſwaded that 
euerie one of them may creepe thzough 
a ring, 02 daunce the wilde Moꝛice in 
Needles eye. e haue infinite Po⸗ 
ets, and Pipers, and ſuche peeutſhe 
cattel among vs in Englande, that liue 
by merrie begging, mainteyned by 
almes, and pꝛiuily encroch vppon ene⸗ 
rie mans purſe. But if they that are in 
authoꝛitie, and haue the lwoꝛde in their 
bandes to cut oft abuſes, ſhoulde call an 
| 0 acs 
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attõpt toſee how many Chirons, Ter: 
pandri, and Homers are heere, they 
might caſt the ſumme without pen, 02 
counters,and ſit downe with Racha, to 
weepe faz her Childzen, becaule they 
were not. De that compareth our inſtru⸗ 
ments, with chole that were vſed in an- 
ctent times, ſhall ſce them agree like 
Dogges & Cattes, and meete as iump 
as Germans lippes. Terpandrus and 
Olimpus vledinſtrumtts of 7. ſttings. 
And Plutarch is of opinion that the in ; 
firuments of 3. ſtrings, w were vſed be» 
foze their time, paſled al that haue folla⸗ 
wed ſince. It was an old law & ldg kept 
that no mã ſhould ac coꝛding tohis owne 
bumoꝛ, adde 02 diminiſh, in matters cds 
cerningthat Art, but walk in the pathes 
of their pzedeceſſo2s. But whẽ newkan⸗ 
gled Phrynis becam a fidler, being ſom- 
what curious in carping, x ſearching fox 
moats th a pair of blearde eies, thought 
to amend his maiſters,# marred al. Ti- 
motheus a bird of the ſame bꝛoode, # a 

right hoũd of the ſame Hare, toke ihe /. 

ſtringed harp, that was altogether vſed 

in Terpãdrus time, x increaced the = 
i : er 
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ber ofthe ſtrings at his owne pleaſure: 
The Argiues appointed by theit lawes 
great puniſhments fo2 ſuch as placed as 
houe 7. i ings vps any inſttument. Py⸗ 
thagoras cõmaunded that no Muſition 
ſhould go beyond his Diapaſon. Mere 
the Argiues & Pythagoras nowe aliue. 
& ſaw how many frets, how many ſtt in 
ges, how many ſtops, how many keyes, 
bow many cliffes, howe man moodes, 
bow many flats, how many ſharps, hom 
many rules, how many ſpaces, how ma- 
ny noates, hom man reſtes, bow many 
quer ks, how many co2aers, what chops 
ping, wat chãgiug, what toſſing, u hat 
turning, what wꝛelling c winging is 
among our Puſlitions, J beleue verily, 
that they would cry out with the ceũtry 
man: Heu quod tam pingui macer eſt 
mihi taurus in armo. Alas here is fat fee⸗ 
ding, x leane beaſts:oꝛ as one ſaid at the 
Gearing of hogs, great cry t litle wool, 
much adoe, e ſmal help. To ſhew v abu⸗ 
ſes of theſe vnthzifcy ſcholers that deſe 
pile p good rules of their anciẽt maſters 
E run to the ſhop ol cherr owne deuiſes, 
4 B. 2. de⸗ 
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defacing olde ſtampes, fo2xing new? 
Pꝛintes, and coining ſtrange pꝛecepts, 
Phærecrates a Comicall Poet, bzin⸗ 
geth in Pulicke and Jullice vpon the 
age: Muſicke with her clothes tot⸗ 
tered, her fleſhe toꝛne, her face defoꝛ⸗ 
med. her whole bodie mangled and diſs 
membzed: Juſtice, viewing ber well, 
and pitying her caſe, queſttoneth with 
her howe ſhee came in that plight : to 
whom Mulick replyes, that Melanip- 
ides, Phrynis Timotheus, ꝶ᷑ ſuch fan- 
eaſticall heades, haue ſo diſfigured her 
lookes,vefaced her beautie , fo hacked 
ber, and hewed her, and with manye 
ſtringes, geuen her ſo many woundes, 
that ſhe is ſlriken to death, in daunger 
to peryſhe, and pꝛeſent in place the leaſt 
part ot her ſelfe. Then the Sicilians. 
and Dores fozſooke the playnſong that 
they had learned of their aunceſtours in 
the Bountapne”, and pꝛactiſed long as 
mong they} heardes, they founde out 
ſuch deſcant in Sybaris inſirumentes. 
that by daunſing and ſkipping they 
fel into le wdneſſe of life, Neither _ 
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theſe abuſes in the compaſſe ok that 
countrep 2 but like vntopll weedes in 
time (p2ead ſo far, that they choked the 
good grapne in euery place. 
Foz as Poettie # Piping are Coſen 
germans: ſo piping, and playing are 
ol great affinity, and all chꝛce chayned 
in linkes ok abule. | 
Plutarch complaineth, that ignozant 
men, not knowyng the mateſtie of aun 
cient muſick, abtiſe both the eares ofthe 
people, and the Arte it ſelle: with bꝛin⸗ 
ging ſweete conſoztes into Theaters, 
which rather elfeminate the minde, as 
pꝛicks vnto bice, then pꝛocure amende : 
ment of manners, as ſputres to vertue, 
Ouid the high martial ot Venus fielde 
planceth his maine battell in publique 
aſſemblies, ſendech out his ſcoutes too 
Theaters codeſcry the enimie, and in 
ſteede ol baunte Curriers, with inſtru⸗ 
ments of muſicke, playing, ſinging, and 
daũcing, geues the firſt charge. Maxi- 
mus Tyrius holdeth it fo a Maxime, 
chat the bꝛ inging of inſtrumẽts to The⸗ 
aters & plaies, was the firſt cup that pot 
B3 ſoned 
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ned the common weaith. They that are 
bozne in Seriphosg# cockered cũtinual : 
ip in thoſc Illandes, where they ſee no⸗ 
thing but Foxes, ᷑ Pares, wil ntuer be 
perſuaded that chert are huger beaſtes: 
They that neuer went out of the chãpi⸗ 
ons in Brabant, will hardly. concetiie 
what rockes are in Getmanp: And they 
that neuer noe out ol their houſes, foꝝ 
regard of theic credit, noꝛ ſteppe from 
the vniuerſttye fo loue of knowledge, 
ſeeing but Render offences & (mall abit» 
{cs within their owae walles, wil neuer 
beleeue Þ ſuch rockes are abzoda,, no 
ſuch horrible monſters in playing pla⸗ 
ces. But as ( J ſpeake the one ta my 
comfoꝛte, the other tomy ſhame, and 
remember both with a ſozrowfull hart) 
J was firſt inſtructed in the vniuerſitp, 
after dra wne like a nouite to theſe abit» 
le sꝛſo wil I ſhew you what Jſee, & in · 
foꝛme you what J reade of ſuch affaires. 
Ouidſapth, that Romulus buil:e his 
Theater as a hozſe faite fo2 hozes,mave 
Triamphes,#x let out plapes to gather 
the fayze women togither, thac euern 
one ck his londdiers might take W 
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he liked, a fnatch foz his hare: whervp 
pon the Amarous Scholemaiſter bur: 
ſteth out in theſe woꝛds: 

Romule, militib ſolus dare premia noſti: 

Hec mihi i dederit comoda, miles ero, 
Thou Romulus alone knoweſt hom 

thp ſouldiers torewarde: 
Graunt me the like, my ſelfe will be 
attendant on chy garde. 

It ſhould ſeeme that che abuſe of ſuch 
places was ſo great, that fo2 any chaſte 
liver to haunt them was a black (wan, 
e a white crowe. Dion fo ſtraightly foꝛ⸗ 
biddeth the ancient families of Romeg 
gentlewomen that tender their name e 
honoꝛ, to cbe to Theaters, # rebuks thẽ 
ſo ſharply,when be takes thẽ napping, 
that ik they be but once ſeene there, hee 
iudgeth it ſufficient cauſe to ſpeake il of 
them e thinke woꝛſe. The ſhadowe of a 
knaue hurts an honeſt mã:the ſent ok the 
Newes a ſober matron : and the ſhewof 
Theaters a ſimple gaſer. C litomachus 
the wꝛeſtler geuen altogether to manly 
ererciſe, ifhee had hearde anp talke of 
land in what cdpany ſoeuer he had bin, 
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would foꝛſake his ſeac, # bid themadue, 
Lacon when hee ſawe the Athenis 
ens ſtudic (o muche to ſet out Plapes, 
ſayde they were madde. Ik men foz 
good exerciſe , and women foz they2 
credite,be ſhut from Theaters, whom 
ſhal weſuffer to goe thither: Litle chil» 
dꝛen: Plutarch with a caueat keepeth 
chem out, not ſo much as admitting the 
litle crackhalter that carrieth his mat- 
ſters pantauff les, to ſet foote within 
thoſe doozes: And alledgeth this reaſs, 
that thoſe wanton ſpectacles of lyghe 
buſwiues,dzawing gods from the. heas 
uens, æ younc men from them ſelues ta 
ſhipwꝛacke of honeſtie, will hurte them 
moꝛe, the if at the Epicures table, they 
bad nigh burſt their guts with ouer fee⸗ 
ding. Foz if the body bee onercharged, 
it map bee holpe; but the ſurfice of the 
ſoule is hardly cured. Pere J doubt not 
but ſome Archplayer o2 other that hath 
read alitle,o2 ſtumbled by chance vpon 
Plautus comedies, wil caſt me a bone o2 
ii.to pick, ſaying, y whatſoeuer theſe an⸗ 
cient wꝛiters haue ſpokẽ againſt plaies 
| : ts 
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is to bee applied too the abuſes in olde 
Comedies, where Gods are bꝛoughte 
in, as Pꝛiſoners too beautie, rauiſhers 
of Uirgins, and ſeruantes by loue, too 
eat thly creatures. But the Comedies 
that are exerciſed in oure daies are bet» 
ter ſifted. They ſhewe no ſuch bꝛanne: 
The firſt ſmelts of Plautus, theſe taſt of 
Mengader;thelewdenes of Gods, is al⸗ 
tred and chaunged to the loue of young 
men; fozce, to fx iendſhippe xapes, tao 
mariage ; wooing allowed by aſlu⸗ 
rance of wedding;p2iute meetinges of 
bachelours and maidens on the ſtage, 
not as murderers that detonr the good 
name ech ofother in their mindes , but 
as thoſe chat deſire to bee made one in 
bearte. Nowe are the abules of the 
woꝛlde retealed, euery man in a play 
map ſee his owne faultes, and learne 
by this glaſſe, to amende his manners. 
Curculio may chatte til his heart ake, 
ere any be offended with his gyꝛdes. 
Defozmities are checked in ieaſt, and 
mated in earneſt. The ſweeteneſle of 
mulicke, and pleaſure of ſpoztes, tem · 
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per the bitterneſle of rebukes, and mit 
tigate the tartenelle of eucry taunt acs' 
eozding tothis. | 


Omne vafer vitiũ ridents Flaccus amica 


Narrat & admiſſns circũ pᷣcordia ludit. 


Flaccus among his friends, with fauning Muſe 
Doth nip him neert, that folkreth foule abulr. 


' Therefkozethev are either fo blinde, 
that they cannot, oꝛ ſo blunt, that they 
will not fee why this exerciſe ſhoulde 
not be ſuffered as a p2ofitable recreati⸗ 
on, Foʒ inp parte J am neither fo fonde 
a Pbiſition, noꝛ ſo bad a Cooke, but AN 
can allowe mp patient a cup of wine to 
meales, although it be hotte; and plea⸗ 
ſaunt ſauces to dꝛiue downe his meate, 
ikhis ſtomake hee queaſie. Matwith⸗ 
ſanding, if people will bee inſtructed, 
(God be thanked ) wee haue Dinines 
enough to diſcharge that, and moe by a 
great manp, then are well harkened to: 
pet ſich thele abuſes are growne too 
head, and ſinne ſo rppe, the _ — 
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leſſethen'J would it were. 
Euripides holdes not him onely a 
foole chat beeing well at home, wil gad 
abzode, that hath a Conduite within 
dooꝛe, and fetchech water without: but 
all ſuche beſide, as haue ſuffic ient in 
them ſelues, to make them ſelues mer; 
rp with pleaſaunte talke, tending too 
good, and mixed with Wreaz:ai/x the 
Grecians glee , pet will they ſeeke 
wben they neede nat, ta bee ſpohted as 
bꝛode at plapes and Pageauntes. Plu- 
tarch likeneth the recreation that is 
gotte by conference, too a. pleaſaunc 
banquer;the ſweet pappe of the one (us 
ſtaineth the body, the ſauerp doctrine 
of the other doth nouriſh the minde: and 
as in banquetting, the wayter ſtandes 
ready too ful the Cuppe: So in all 
out recreations we ſhoulde haue an in» 
ſtrueter at our elbowes to feede the 
ſoule. Jf wee gather Gzapes among 
thiſtles oꝛ ſeeke fo2 this foode at Thea⸗ 
ters, wee (hall haue a harde pyt⸗ 
faunce, and come to ſhozte commons. 
6 cannol — that Cittie to be — 
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that frikes e her Percollices, 
rammes vp her gates, and ſuffereth the 
enimie to enter the paſterne, Neyther 
wil J be perlwaded, that he is anp way 
likely to conquer affec tion, which bꝛea⸗ 
keth his inſtrumentes, Hurneth all his 
Poets, abandons his haunt,mufleth his 
eyes as he palleth the ſtreate, and re» 
ſoꝛtes tao Theaters too bee aſſaulted, 
Cookes did neuer ſhewe moe crate in 
their iunckets to banquiſh the taſte, noꝛ 
JPatnters in ſhadowes to allure the eye, 
then Poets in Theaters to wounde the 
tonſcience. 

There ſetchey abzoche ftraun ge 
conſoztes ot melodp, to tickle the eare; 
coſtly apparel, to flatter the ſigbt; efle · 
minate geſture, to rauich the ſence and 
wanton ſpeache, to whet deſire too in⸗ 
oꝛdinate luſf . Therefoze of both bar⸗ 
relles, I iudge Cookes and Painters 
the better hearing,fo2 the one extendeth 
his arteno farther then ta the tongue, 
palate, and noſe, the other to the eye; 
and both are ended in outwerde ſenſe, 
which is common too vs with bzuite 
beaſtes. 
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beaſfs,But cheſe by the pꝛiuie entries of 
the eare,ſlip downe into thehart, with 
gunſhotte of affection gaule the minde, 
where reaſon and vertue ſhould rule the 
roſte . Theſe people in Rome were as 
pleaſant as Nectar at the firſt begin» 
ning. caſt out fo2 lees,when their abu · 
ſes were knowen. They whome Cæſar 
vpheld. were dꝛiuen out by Octauian: 
whom Caligula recla med, were caſt of 
by Nero : whom Nerua exalted, were 
thzowne downe bp Traian: whom An- 
thony admitted,were expelled againe, 
peſtred in Galliese ſent into Helleſpor 
by Marcus Aurelius. But when the 
whole pabble of Poets, Pipers, Play» 
ers, Jug glers, Jeſters, daũcers were 
receined againe, Rome was repoꝛtcd 
to bee fuller of fooles then of wiſe men. 
Domitian ſuffered plaping dauncing 


ſo long in Theaters, that Paris led the Domi wag 
ſhaking of ſheetes with Domitia, and 2 firſt wife of 


Mneſterthe Trenchmour with Me. 2 
ſalina. Caligula made ſo muche of — 
Players and Dauncers, that hee ſuffe- 
ted them openly co kyſſe his lyppes, Don. 

when 
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when the Senatoꝛs might ſcarce hand 
Alick at bis feete: e gaue Dauncers 
great ſtipends fo? ſelling their hopps: 
e placed Apelles the plaper by his own 
ſweete ſide: Belides that you may lee 
what excellent graue men were euer a* 
bout bim, be loued Praſinus the Coch⸗ 
man ſo wel, that foz good wil to the ma: 
ſter, he bid his hoꝛſeto upper, gaue him 
wine ta dꝛink in cups ok eſtate, ſet batly 
graines ok golde befoze him to eate, and 
ſwoze by no bugs, that hee would make 
bim a Conſul: which thing (ſaith Dion) 
had bin perkoꝛmed, had hee not bin pꝛe⸗ 
uented by ſudda in death. Fo2 as his life 
was abhominable, ſo was his end miles 
rable: Comming from dancing & plays 
ing, be was ſlaine by Chærea, a iuſt ree 
beard ſome layers vant of the credit 


they had in Rome, but they are as foo⸗ 


liſh in that, as Vibius Rufus which bo⸗ 
ſted himſelf to be an Emperoꝛ becaule 
bee had ſit in Cæſars chaire,#a perfect 
Dy2atoz, becauſe hee was marrped co 


them 


a 
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them ſelues to be murderers , becaule 
thep haue rep2eſented the perſons of 
Thyeſtes and Atreus, Achilles & He- 
Qor: oz perfect Limme lifters, m teas 
ching the trickes of cuery Sti umpet. 
Such are the abuſes that J reade of in 
Rome: ſuch are the Caterpillers that 
haue devoured and blaſted the fruite of 
Xgypt: Such are the Dzagons that 
are hurtful in Aﬀricke : Such are the 
Adders that l ing with pleaſure, and kil 
with paine: and ſuch are the. Baſiliskes 
of the wozld,chat popſon , as well with 
the beame of their lighte, as with the 
bzcath of their mouth. 

Conſider with thy ſelfe (gentle Reas 
der) the olde diſcipline of Englande, 
mark what we were be foze, a what we 
are now:Leate Rome a while,and cat 
thine eye backe to thy Pꝛedeceſſoꝛs, 
and tell mee howe woonderfully wee 
baue beene chaunged , ſince wee were 


ſchooled with theſe abuſcs. Dion ſapth, ; 
that engliſh men could ſuffer watching 2 — 


ngland in 


and laboz, hunger # thirſt, and beare of o de time, 


al doꝛmes w hed and ſoulogrs,they b 
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ſed ſlender weapons, went naked, and 
were good ſoldiours, they fed vppon 
rootes and barkes oftrees, they would 
ſtand vp to the chin many dayes in ma« 
riſhes without victualles: and they had 
a kind of ſuſtenaunce in time of neede, 
of which if they had takẽ but the quan- 
titie of abeane,o2 the weight of apeaſe, 
they did nepther gape after meate, no2 
long fo2 the cuppe,a great while after. 
The men in valure not peelding to Sci- 
thia,the women in courage paſſing the 
Amazons. The exerciſe of both was 
ſhootyng and darting, running e we⸗ 
ſtling, and trying ſuche maiſter ies, as 
eyther conſiſted in ſwiftneſſe of feete, a⸗ 
gilitie ofbody,ftrengthof armes, o2 


New England Partiall diſcipline But the exerciſe 


that is nowe among vs, is banqueting 
playing, pippng, and dauncing, and all 
ſuche delightes as may win vs to pleas 
ſure, oꝛ rocke vs a ſleepe. 

Oh what a woonderfull chaunge 
is this? Dur weallling at armes, is 
turned to wallowyng in Ladies laps, 
our courage, to cowardice,our running 
(0 
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to rpot, our Bowes into Volles, and 
our Dartes ta Diſhes, e haue 
robbed Greece of Gluttonie, Italy of 
wantonneſſe, Spaine of pꝛide, Fraunce 
ok deceite, and Dutchland of quaffing. 
Compare London to Rome, c Eng- 
land to Italy, you ſhall finde che Thea⸗ 
ters of the one, the abuſcs of the other, 
toberife among vs. Experto erede , A 
haue ſeene ſomewhat, and therefoze J 
thinke may ſap the moze, In Rome 
when Plates oz Pageants are ſhowne: 
Ouid chargeth his Jailgrims,to crepe 
cloſe to the Saintes, whom they ſerue, 
and ſhew their double diligence to lifce 
the Gentlewomens roabes krom the 
grounde, foz lopling in the duſte; to 
ſweepe Moates from their Kirtles, to 
keepe their fingers in v2e ; to lay their 
hands at their backes fo2 an ealte ſtay; 
to looke vppon thoſe , whome they be» 
holde; too pꝛapſe that, whiche they 
commende ; too Ipke cuerpe thing, 
that pleaſeth them ; to pꝛeſente them 
Pomegranates, to picke as thepſyt; 
and when all is done, to waite on them 

. maner- 
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mannerly too their houſes. In cur al⸗ 
ſemblies at plapes in London, pou 
thall ſee ſuche hcauing , ard ſhos⸗ 
uing, ſuche ptching and ſhouldzing, 
too litte bp women; Suche care fo2 
their garments, chat they bee not trode 
on: Such eyes to their lappes , that no 
chippes light in them: Such pulowes 
to ther backes, that they take no hurte: 
Such malking in their eares, J knowe 
not what: Such giuing them Pippins 
to paſſe the time : Suche plaping at 
foote Saunt without Cardes: Such 
ticking,ſuchtoping,ſluch ſmiling , ſuch 
winking. and ſuch mãning them home, 
when the ſpoꝛtes are ended, that it is a 
right Comedie, to marke their behaui⸗ 
out, to watche their conceites; as the 
Catte foz the Mouſe, and as good as a 
cotirſe at the game it ſelſe , to dogge 
them a little, oz followe aloofe by the 
pꝛint oftheir feete , and ſo diſcouer by 
Notte where the Deare taketh ſoyle. Jf 
this were as well noted, as ill ſcene: 
oꝛ as openly puniſhed, as ſecretly pꝛac⸗ 
eiſed; J haue no doubts but the cauſe 
| e would 


of Abuſe. 12 


would be ſeared co dꝛy vp the effect, and 
theſe pꝛettie Rabbets very tunningly 
ferretted from their boꝛrowes. Foz 
they that lack Cuſtamers al the weeke, 
either becauſe theit haunte is vnkno- 
wen, 02 the Conſtables and Officers of 
their Pariſhe, watch chem ſonarrowly, 
that they dare not queatche; To cele⸗ 
bzate the Sabboth, flock to Theaters, 
and there keepe a generall Market of 
Bawdzie : Not that anp filthyne ſſe in 
deede, is committed within the com⸗ 
paſſe of that grounde, as was doone in 
Rome, but that enery wanten and his 
Parainour , enemies l. 
AazeKXuery John and his Joan, enerp 
knaue and his que ane, are there firſt ac⸗ 
quainted # cheapen the Merchandiſe 
in that place, which they. pay fo2 elſe⸗ 
where as thep can agree. Theſe 
wozmes when they dare not neflle in 
the Peſcod at home, linde refuge abzode 
and are hidde in the cares of other 
mens Cone. Euery Uawter in one 
blinde Tauerne oz other, is Tenant at 
will, to which ſhee tolleth reſozte , and 
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playes the ſale to utter their victualls, 
and helpe them to emptie their muſtie 
caſkes. There is ſhe ſo intreated with 
woꝛdes, and receiued with curteſie, that 
every back roome in the houle is at her 
commaundement. Some that haue nei⸗ 
cher land to maintaine them, no2 good 
occupation to get their bꝛeade, deſirous 
to trowt it with the beſte, pet diſday⸗ 
ning too liue by the lweate of their 
bꝛowes, haue found out this caſt of L ed« 
gervemayne,to play faſt looſe among 
their neighbours. It any parte of Puz 
lick baue ſuffred ſhipmack, ano ariued 
by foztune at their fingers endes, with 
ſhewe of gentilitie they take vp faire 
houſes,receiue luſty laſſes at a pꝛice fo2 
booꝛders, and pipe from mozning to e⸗ 
uening fo2 wood and coale. By the bꝛo· 
thers, coſens, vncles. great grandſires, 
and ſuche like acquaintaunce of their 
gheſtes, they d2ink of the beſt, they ſic 
rente free, thep haue their owne Tas 
ble ſpzeade to their handes, without 
wearing the ſtrings of their purſle, oz 
any thing elſe , but houſholde and hoe 

neſtp. 
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neſtie. hen reſo2re ſo increaſeth 
that they growe in ſuſpition, and the 
pottes which are ſent ſo often too the 
Tauerne, gette ſuch a knock befoze 
thep come home, that they returne 
their Mayſter a track to his credite: 
Though hee bee called in queſtion of 
his life, hee hath ſhiftes inonghe to as 
uoyde the blanke. Ik their houſes ble 
ſearched, ſome inſtrumente of Buſick 
is lapde in ſighte to dazell the eyes of 
euery Officer, and all chat are lodged 
in the houſe by night, o2 frequente it 
by day, come thicher as pupilles to be 
well ſchoolde. Other ther are which 
beeing ſo knowen that they are the by⸗ 
woonde of euery mans mouth, and poin⸗ 
ted at commonly as thep paſſe the 
ſtreetes, either couch them ſelues in Al: 
lyes, q blind Lanes, oꝛ take ſanctuarp 
in kryeries, oꝛ liue a mile from the Cit⸗ 
tte like Venus Nunnes in a Cloyſter 
at Newington, Ratliffe, Iſlington, 
Hogſdon o; ſome ſuch place, where 
like penitents, they deny the woꝛlde, 
and ſpende theyz dapes in double 
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peuotlon. And when they are weery 6f 
contemplation to comfozt themlelnes, 
and renue their acquaintaunce, they vt- 
ſit Theaters. where they make full ac⸗ 
count of a pꝛay befoze thep departe. So- 
lon made no lawe foꝛ Parr icides, bes 
catiſe he feared that hee ſhoulde rather 
put men in minde to commit ſuch offen- 
ces, then by any ſtraunge puniſhment, 
giue them a bitte to keepe them vader. 
And J intende not to ſhewe pon al that 
Iſee, no2 halfe that J heare of theſe a- 
buſes,leſt pou iudge me moꝛe wil full to 
teach them,. then willing to koꝛbid them, 
J looke ſtill wzen lapers ſhoulde 
calt me theic Gauntlets, and challenge 
a combate foꝛ entting ſo far inta their 
poſſeſitons , as though J made them 
Loꝛds of this miſrule,o2 the very ſchol · 
mailers of theſe abuſes : though the 
beſt Clarkes bee of that opinion, they 
heare not me ſap ſo. There are moe 
houſes then Par iſhe Churches, moze 
mapdes then Paulkin, moze wapes 
to the woode then one, and mote caulcs 
in nature chen Effictents, The Car⸗ 
penter 
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penter rapleth not his frame without 
tooles, no} the Denill his woozk withs 
out inſtrumentes: were not Jlayers 
the meane, to make theſe aſſemblyes, 
ſuch multitudes wold hardly be dꝛawne 
in ſo natowe roome. They ſeeke not 
to hurte, but deſire too pleaſe: they 
haue purged their Comedyes of wan⸗ 
ton ſpeaches , pet the Cozne whiche 
they ſell, is full of Cockle : and the 
dzinke that they dꝛawe, ouercharged 
with dꝛegges. There is moze in them 
then we perceiue , the Deuill ſtandes 
at our elbowe when we ſce not, ſpcaks, 
when we heare him not, ſtrtkes when 
wee feele not, and woaundeth ſoze when 
he raſeth no ſkiane , no2 rentes the 
fleſhe. Jnthoſe chinges, that we leaſt 
miſtruſt , the greateſt daunger dooth 
often lurke. The Countryeman is 
mote affrapde of the Serpente that is 
hid in the graſſe, then the wilde beaſte 
that openly feeds bpon the mountains. 
The Parriner is moze indaungered by 
pꝛiuie ſhelues, then kno ven Nockes; 
The Souldler is ſooner killed with a 
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little Bullet, then a longe Swooꝛde; 
There is mote perill in cloſe Fiſto« 
loes,then outwarde ſozes; inſecret am⸗ 
buſhe, then maine battels; in vndermt « 
ning, then playne aſlaulting; in friends 
then foes; in ciuill diſcozde, then foꝛ⸗ 
raine warres, Small are the abules, 
and ſieight are the faultes, chat nowe in 
Theaters eſcape the Poets pen: Bude 
tal Cedars, trim little grapnes ſhoote 
high: great Okes, krom ſlender rootes 
ſpꝛead wide: Large ſtreames, from 
narrowe ſpꝛinges runne karre: One 
little ſparke, fers a whole Citie: One 
dzamme of Eleborus ranſackes cues 
uery vaine: The Fiſh Remora hath a 
ſinall body, and greate fozce too aye 
ſhippes againſt winde and tide: Ich- 
neumon a litle wozme, ouercomes the 
Elephant: The Uiper ſiayes the Bul: 
Tie eelell the Cockatrice : And 
the weakeſt UWaſpe ,ſtingeth the ſtou⸗ 
teſt manne of warre, The height of 
Meauen, is taken be the ſtaffe : The 
bottome of the Sea, ſounded with lead: 
The fartheſt coaſt, diſcouered by Come 

paſſe: 
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paſſe: the ſecretes of nature, ſearched 
bp witte: the Anatomp of man, ſet out 
by expertence:But the abules of plaies 
cannot be ſhowen, becauſe they paſſe 
the degrees of the inſtrument, reach of 
the Plummet, ſight of che minde, and 
fo? trial are neuer bzought to the touch» 
ſtone. Therefozec he that will auoyde the 
open ſhame of pꝛyuy ſinne, the common 
plaque of pꝛiuate offences, the greate 
wꝛacks of little Rocks ;the ſure diſeaſe 
ofvncertaine cauſes; mult ſet hande to 
the ſterne, and eye to his ſteppes, to 
ſhunne the occaſion as neere as he can: 
neither running to bulhes fox renting 
bis clothes, no2 rent his clothes foꝛ into 
paring his thꝛikt; noꝛ walkevpon Yſe, 
fo2 taking a fall, no2 take a fall foꝛ bꝛu⸗ 
ſing him felfe; no2 goe too Theaters 
fo2 beeing allured, no2 once bee allured 
foꝛ feareof abuſe. 

Bunduica anotable woman and a 
Queene of Englande, that tyme that 
Nero was Emperour of Rome, has 
uing ſome ofthe Romans tn garriſon 
heere * her, in an Ozation which 
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Ge made to her ſubiects, ſeemed vtter⸗ 
ly to contemne their fo2ce, and laugh at 
their fally. Foz ſhee accounted them 
buwoo2thy the name of men, on title of 
Souldiers, bet auſe they were [moothlp 
apparelcd,ſoft lodged,vainteip feaſted, 
bathed in warme waters, rubbed with 
ſweet opntments,\trewd with fine poul⸗ 
ders, wine lwillers,ſingers,Oauncers, 
and Players. God hath now bleſſed 
England with a Queene, in vertue ex⸗ 
cellent, in power mightie, in glozye re« 
nowmed, in gouernmente politike, in 
poſſeſſionric;), bꝛeaking her foes with 
the bent of her bꝛow, ruling her ſubiects 
with ſhaking her hand, remouing de; 
bate by diligent foꝛelight, filling her 
cheſts with the fruites of peace, mini⸗ 
ſtring iuſtice by oꝛder of law, refozming 
abuſes with great regarde : bearing 
her ſwoꝛd ſo euen,that neither the pooze 
are trod bnder fcote, noꝛ the rich ſuffred 
to loke toohpe,no2 Rome, no} France, 
nor Tyꝛant, noꝛ Turke, dare faz their 
lues too enter the Lit. But wee vn⸗ 
worthy leruants of ſo mild a Miſtreſſe. 
vnnatural 
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vnnatur al childzen of ſo good a mother, 
vbachikful ſubiects of ſo louing a pꝛince, 
wound her royall hart with abuſing her 
lenitie, and ſtir Iupiterto anger to ſend 
vs a Storke that (hal denoure vs. Dom 
ofcen hath her Maieſtie wich the graue 
zduiſe of her honozable Councell, ſette 
downe the limits of appar ell to euerp 
degree, and how ſoone againe hath the 
Ade of our harts ouerflowẽ the chanel? 
— many times hath acceſſe to Thea » 
ters beene reſtrapned, and how boldly 
againe haue we reentred: Ouerlaſhing 
in apparel is ſo — fault, that the 
very hyerlings ofſome of our JÞlapers, 
which ſtand at reuerſion ok bi. s, by the n 
wecke, iet vnder Gentlemens noſes in 
ſutes of ſilke, exerciſing tbemſelues too 
pꝛating on the ſtage, c commd ſcoffing 
when they come abꝛode, wherethey look 
aſkãce ouer the ſhoulder at euety man, 
of whom the ſunday befoze they begged 
an almes. I ſpeake not this, as though 
everpe one that pꝛokeſſeth the qualitie 
fo abuſed him ſelke, fo2 it is weli kno⸗ 
wen, that ſome of them are ſober , 
| ; dilcrete 
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diſcreete, pꝛoperly learned honeſt hon 
Ho ſavers 3 = 
— — ſholders and Citizens well chonght on 
not dectined. amonge their neighbours at home , 


though the pꝛyde ak their ſhadowes (J 
meane thoſe hangebyes whome they 
ſuccour with ſtipend) cauſe them to bee 
ſomewhac il talked ot abꝛoade. And as 
ſome of the Players are farre from a. 
buſe: ſo ſome of their Playes are with⸗ 
out rebuke: which are as ealily remem⸗ 


S-me Playes byed as quickly reckoned . Thecwoo 


tal ler able at 


lametume. 


pꝛoſe Bookes plaied at the Bellanage, 
where pon ſhall finde neuer a moozde 
without wit, neuer a line without pith, 
neuer a letter placed invatne. The Iew 
& Ptolome,ſhowne at the Bull, the one 
repꝛeſenting the greedineſſe of woꝛldly 
chuſers,and bloody mindes of Uurers: 
The other very liuely diſcrybing howe 
ſeditious eſtates, with their owne de⸗ 
uiſes, falſe friendes, with their owne 
lwooꝛdes, & rebellious cõ nons in their 
owne ſnares are ouerthꝛowne: neither 
with Amozous geſture wounding the 
epe:92 with ſlouenly talke hurting the 
eares of cze chat hearers, The Blacke 

Sniths 
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Smiths daughter, ⁊ Catilins conſpiras 
cies vſually bzought in to the Theater: 
The lire contapning the trechery of 
Turkes, the honourable botintye of a 
noble minoe , e the ſhining of vertue in 
diſtreſſe: The laſt, bicauſe it is knowen 
too be a Pig ok myne owne Sowe , J 
will ſpeake the lcfle of it; onely giuing 
peu to vnderſtand, that che whole marke 
which J hot at in that wooꝛke, was too 
ſhowe the rewarde of traytoꝛs in Cati- 
lin , and the ucceſſary nouernment of 
learned men, in the perſen cf Cicero, 
which fozlces euer p dãger that is likes 
ly to happen, and fo2Nalles it continual» 
ly ere it take effect. Therfoze J giue 
theſe Playes the commendation, that 
Maximus Tyrius gaue too Homers 
wozks:KaAX uly / vd Owhps nu ky 
Emap rc U- C Sr e N dd 
oat Moves mATAVTE RAR 5 TAO 
e BN & rake. 

T heſe layes are gerd pleyes and 
ſweete plapes,and of al playes the beſt 
plapes and moſt to be liked, weezihpen 
bee ſoung of the Pules, 02 ſet out with 

'' the 
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the cunning ol Roſcius himſelf, vet art 
they not fic fox euery mans dyetmeither 
dught they commonly to bee ſhewen. 
Nou if anp man aſke me why my ſelfe 
baue penned Comedpes in time paſte, 
& inueigh ſo egerly againſt tbem here, 
let him knowe that Seme l inſaniuimus 
omnes! J haue ſinned, and am ſoꝛry foz 
my fault: hee tunnes farre that neuer 
turnes, better late then neuer. Jgaue 
my ſelt᷑ to that exerciſe in hope to thꝛiue 
but J burnt one candle to ſeek another, 
and loſt bothe my time and my trauell, 
when J had doone. 

Thus ſith J haue in my boyage ſuf: 
fred wꝛack with Vliſſes, and wyingings 
wet ſcambledwith life to the ſyoze, ſtãd 
from mee Nauſicaã with all thy traine, 
till J wipe the blot from my fozhead, 
and with ſweet ſpꝛings waſh away the 
ſalt froath that cleaves too my ſoule. 

Deane time if Plapers bee called 
to accounte foꝛ the abuſes that growe 
by their aſſemblyes, I would not haue 
them to anlwere, as Pilades did fo2 the 
Theaters ok Rome, when they were 

come 
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complayred on, rd Avguſius wared H e v 
angry: This reſort C Cæſar is good for A. 5. 


thee, for heere we keepe thouſandes 
of idle heds occupyed, which elſeper- 
aduẽture would brue ſome miſchiefe. 
Aft Cloude co couer their abuſe, & not 
bnitke tothe Narii*%g hole that Lucini- 
us lound, who like a gret dy ſurueiour, 
beeing lente into Fraunce to gouerne 
the Countrie, robbed them and ſpopled 
them ok all tleit Treaſute with vnrea⸗ 
ſonable caſkes: at the laſt when his ciu⸗ 
eltie was ſo loudely ciyed cut on, that 


euery man hear de it; and all his pac- Pſaycrs ton: 
5 pared to .- 


king did ſauour ſo ſirẽg, that Auguſtu 
melt it; he bzonght the good Empe⸗ 
rour into his hcuſe, flapped him in the 
mouth with a ſmoth lye, and tolde him 
that foꝛ his lake t the ſafetie of Rome, 
bee gathered choſe riches, the better co 
impcueriſh the Countrie fo2 rpſing in 
Armes, and ſo holde the pooze French⸗ 
mennes Noles to the Gzindſtone fc2 
euer after. 
A bad excuſe is better, they ſap 
then none at al « Pee, becauſe tle 
I French 
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FrenchmT paid tribute every moneth, 
into xitti, Moneths deuided the peere : 
Thele becauſe thep are allowed co plap 
euerp Sunday, make tiit-o2 v. Sun⸗ 
dayes at leaſt etierp weeke, and all that 
ts doone is good foz Auguſtus , to buſy 
the wittes of his people, fo: running a 
wolgathering, and to emptie their puts 
ſes fo: thʒiuing to faſt. Though Lu- 
cinius had the caſt to playſter vppe his 
credite with the loſſe of his money: J 
truſt chat they which haue the ſwoozde 
in their hands among vs to pare away 
this putrpfied fleſh, are ſharper lighted, 
and will not ſo eaſily be deluded. 

Marcus Aurelius ſapth, That plays 
ers falling from iuſte labour to vniuſte 
idleneſſe, doe make moze trewandes, 
and ill huſbands, then if open Schoo les 
of vnthzifts & Uagabounds were kept. 
ho ſoeuer readech his Epiſtle coo 
Lambert the gouernoz of Helleſpont, 
when Players were baniſhed,ſhall ſind 
moꝛe againſt them in plainer tearmes, 
then J willl vtter. 

This haue J ſetdowne of che W 
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er Poets, Pppers, and Players which 
bꝛinge vs too pleaſure , ſlouth , fleepe, 
ſinne, and without repentaunce to death 
and the Deuill: which Jhaue not con⸗ 
firmed by authoꝛit ie ofthe Scriptures, 
becauſe they are not able to ſtand vppe 
in the ſighte of God: and ſithens they 
dare not abide the field, where che woꝛd 
of God dooth bidde them battayle, but 
runne to Antiquitpes (though nothing 
be moze ancient then holy Scriptures) 
J haue giut them a volley of pꝛophane 


Scriptures 
too hoate fo 


miters to beginne the ſkirmiſhe, and p(ayers, 


doone mv indeuour to heate them from 
their holdes with their owne weapons. 
The Patient that will be cured, of his 
owne accoꝛde, muſt ſecke the meane: if 
euery man deſire to laue one, and dꝛawe 
his owne feete from Theaters, it ſhall 
pꝛeuayle as much againſt theſe abuſes, 
as Homers Moly againſt TWitchcrafe, 
oꝛ Plynies Periſterion againſt the by⸗ 
ting ok Dogges. 

God hath armed euery creature as 
gaynſt his enemie: The Lyon with 
pawes, the Bul with hoznes, the Boze 


A , 
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with tuſkes, the Uulture with tallents, 
Martes, IÞindes, Oares, and ſuch like, 
with ſwiftnes of leete, becauſe they are 
fearcfull,cuery one of them putting his 
gift in pꝛactiſe; But man which is Loꝛd 
of the whole earth, foz whole ſeruice 
herbes, trees, rootes, plants, ſich, foule t 
beats ofthe ſielde were firſt made, is 
far wozle then the bꝛute beaſts : fo they 
endewed but with ſence , doe Appetere 
ſalutaria, & declinare noxia, ſeeke 
that which helpes them, and fozlake 
that which hurtes them. 

Man is enriched with reaſon and 
knowledge: with knowledge, to ſerue 
bis maker and gouerne himſelfe; with 
reaſon to diſtinguiſh good and il, æchoſe 
the beſt, neither referring the one to the 
gloʒy of God, noz vſing the other to his 

Corperanatura- obne pꝛolite. Fire and Apze mount vp⸗ 
erb e. wards, Earth and Tater ſinke downe, 
15 2 acqui- & EUCTP inſenſible body elſe neuer reſts, 
vſeunt. til it bzing it ſelf co his owne home. But 
we which haue both ſenſe, reaſon, wit, 

and vnderſtãding, are euer ouerlaſhing, 

paſſing our boundes , going beyonde 

our 


dur limites, neuer keeping our ſelues 2 — 


within compaſſe,no2 once loking after 
the place from whence we came, and 
whither we muſte in lpighte of our 
hartes. 1 
Ariſtotle thinketh that in greate “ A 
windes, the Bees carry little Uones 
in their mouthes too peple their bo» 
dyes, leaſt they bee carryrd awap, oꝛ 
ke pte from their Piues, unto which | 
they deſire to returne with che kruites of | 
their labour. The Crane is laid co reſt 
vpon one leg, and holding vp the other, 
ker pe a Pebble in her clawe, which as 
ſone asthe ſenſes are beund by appzoch | 
tf ſleepe, falles to the ground, xe wich the 1 
noiſe of the knock againſt the Earth, 
makes her awake, whereby ſhee is euer 
redy to pꝛeuent her enemies. Geeſe are 
foolith birdes, yet wh? they flye ouer the | 
mount Taurus, they ſhew greate wiſe⸗ 
dome in their own defence: foz iheyſtop 
their pipes full of grauel to auoide gags | 
ling, x ſo by ſilence eſcape the Eagles. | 
Moodcocks, though they lack witte co | 
| 
| 
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ſaue them ſelues, yet they want not will 
to auoyde hurte, when they thꝛuſt they} 
heades in a Buſhe, and thinke their bo⸗ 
dyes out of daunger. But wee which 
are ſo bꝛittle, chat we bꝛeake with euer 
fillop; ſo weake, that wee are dꝛawne 
with euery thꝛeade; ſo light, that wee 
are blowen away with enery blaſte; ſo 
bnſteady,that we flip in every ground; 
neither peyſe our bodpes againſte the 
winde, noz ſtand vppon one legge, foz 
ſleeping too much: noz cloſe vppe our 
lippes foz betraping our ſelues, no2 
ble any witte, to garde our owne pers 
ſons, no2 ſhewe our ſelues willing too 
ſhunne our owne harmes, running moſt 
greedily to thoſe places, where we are 

ſooneſt ouerthzowne. 
A tannot lyken our affection better 
than to an Arrowe, which getting ly⸗ 
bertie, wich winges is carrped be⸗ 
ponde our reach; kepte in the Quiuer, 
it is ſtill at commaundement: Oz to a 
Dogge, let him ſlippe, he is ſtratghe 
out of ſigbt, holde him in the Leaſe, hee 
neuer ſtirres: Oz to a Colte, giue = 
the 
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the bꝛidle, he ſlinges aboute; raine him 


hard,# you map rule him: Oz to a ſhip, - 


hoyſt the ſaples it runnes on head; let 
fall the Ancour, all is well: Oz ca 
Pandoraes boxe, lift vppe the lidde, out 
flyes the Deutll; ſhut it vp falt, ic cans 
not hurt vs. 

Let vs but ſhut vppe our eares ta 
Joets,JIppers and Players , pull our 
feete back from reſozt to Theaters, and 
turne awap our epes from beholding 
of vanitie, the greateſt ſozme of abuſe 
will be ouerblowen, and a fapze path 
troden to amendment of life. Mere not 
we ſo fooliſh to taſte cuery dꝛugge, and 
buy euerp trifle, Players would ſhut in 
their ſhoppes, and carry their traſhe to 
ſome other Countrie. 

Themiſtocles in ſetting a peece of 
his ground to ſale, among all the com⸗ 
modyties whiche were reckoned vppe, 
ſtraigbtly charged the Cryer to pꝛo· 
claime this, that hee which bought it, 
ſhould haue a good neighbour. If Plap⸗ 
ers can pꝛomiſe in waoꝛdes, and per» 
koꝛme it in deedeg, pꝛoclame it in their 
{ D.z-, Billes, 
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Billes,and make it good in Theaters; 
that there is nothing there noyſome too 
the body, noz hurtfull to che ſoule: and 
that euerye one which comes to buye 
tbeir Jeſtes, ſhall hane an honeſt neigb · 
bour, tagge and ragge, cutte and longe 
tayle, goe thither and ſpare not, other⸗ 
wiſe J aduiſe pou tu keepe pou thence, 
my ſelke will beginne coo leade the 
daͤunce. 

I make iulle reckoning to bee helde 
foꝛ a Stoike, in dealing ſo hardely with 
theſe people: but all che Keyes hang not 
at one mans girdle, neither doe theſe o⸗ 
pen the lockes to all abuies, There are 
other which haue a ſhate with them in 
their Schooles, therefoze ought they to 
daunce the ſame Rottmde ; and bee par- 
takers together of che lame rebuke: 
Fencers, Dpcers, Dauncers, Tum⸗ 
bles,Carders,and Bowlers. 

Dauncers and Tumblers, becauſe 
they are dumbe Players , and J haue 
glaunc ed at them by the way, ſhail bee 
let paſſe with this clauſe , that they ga» 
cher no aſlemblyes and goe not _—_ 
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the pzecincts whiche Peter Martyr in 
his commentarpes vppon the Judges 
hath ſet them downe: That 18, if chep 
will exerciſe choſe qualpties, to doe it 
pꝛiuilpe, fo2 the health and agilitie of 
the body, referring all to che gloꝛpe of 
God. 


abuſes arc as commonly cryed out on, 
as blually ſhewen , haue no neede of 
a needeleſſe diſcourſe , foz euery manne 
ſeeth them, and they ſtinke almoſte in 


euecy mans noſe. Common Bowling — 


Allpes, are pxiuy Mothes, that eate 
vppe the credite of many idle Citi⸗ 
zens : whole gapnes at home, are not 
able too weighe downe they? loſſes a: 
bzoade, whoſe Shoppes are (o karre 
from maintaining their play, that their 
Miues and Childzen cry out fo2 bzead, 
and goto bedde ſupperleſſe ofte in the 
peer e. 

J woulde reade you a Lecture of 
thele abuſes, but mp Schoole ſo increa⸗ 
ſeth, that cannot touch all, noꝛ ſtand to 

D. 4. ampliſie 


of Abuſe. 28 


Dicers and Carders becauſe their Dicers any | | 
Carders- | 
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Fencers. 
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amplyfie euery poynte: one woꝛde of 
Fencing; and ſo a Conge ta all kinde 
of Playes. The knowledge in wea⸗ 
pons map bee gathered to be neceſſary 
in a common wealth, by the Senat ozs 
of Rome, who in the time of Catilins 
conſppꝛacpes, cauſed Schooles of De- 
fence to be erected in Capua, that tea» 
ching the people howe to warde, and 
bow to locke, howe to thꝛuſt, and hom 
to ſtrike, they might the mote ſ[afelye 
roape with their enemies. As the Arte 
of Logique was firſte ſette downe foz 
arule, by which wee mighte Confir- 
mare noſtra, & refutare aliena , cons 
firme our owne reaſons, and confute the 
allegations of our aduerſarpes, the end 
beeing trueth, which once fiſhed out by 
the harde encounter of eithers Argu⸗ 
mentes, like fyer by the knocking of 
Flintes togither, bothe partes ſhoulde 
be ſatiſſyed and ſtriue na moꝛe. And J 
iudge that the crakte ok Dekence was 
fire deuiſed co ſane our ſelues harme⸗ 
leſſe, and holde our enemies ſtill at ads 

uaun⸗ 
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uauntage, che ende beeing right, which 
once thꝛoughly tryed out, at handye 
ſtroakes, neither hee that offered iniurie 
ſhoulde haue his will, no} hee that was 
thzeatened,take any hurte, but bothe be 
contented and ſhake handes. Thoſe 
dayes are now chaunged,theſkil cf Lo⸗ 
gicians, is exercyſed in caueling, the 
cunning of Fencers applied to quarrel- 
ling: they, thinke themſelues no Schol⸗ 
lers, if they bee not able to finde out a 
knotte in euery ruſhe; theſe, no men, it 
fo2 ſtirring ok a ſtrawe, they pꝛooue not 
their valure vppon ſome bodyes fleſhe. 
Euery Duns will bee a Carper, euery 
Dick Swaſh acommon Cutter, But ag 
they bake , many times ſo they bꝛue: 
Selle doe,ſelfe haue, they whette their 
Swooꝛds againſt themſe lues, pull the 
houſe on their owne heds, returne home 
by weeping Croſſe, and fewe of them 
come to anhoneſt ende. Fo? the ſame 
water that dzines the Dill, decayeth it. 
The woode is eaten by the woꝛme, that 
bieeds within it: The goodneſſe of a 
D.5. knife 
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knife cuts the owners fuer, The Ads 

ders death, is her own bꝛoode, the Fen⸗ 

cers ſcath, his own knowledg. Mhether 

their harcs be hardened. which vſe that 

exerciſe, oꝛ God giue them ouerF know 

not well: J haue reade of none good that 

Commodsr a pzactiſed it muche. Commodus the 
Felten anc. Emperour, ſo delighted in it, that often 
_ times hee ſlewe one o2 other at home, to 
keepe his fingers in vze, And one day 

hee gathered all the icke, lame, and 

impotent people of Rome into one 

place, where hee hampzed their feete 

with ſtraunge deuiſes, gaue them ſofte 

ſpunges in their hands, to thꝛow at him 

fo) ſtones, ⁊ with a greate clubbe knat⸗ 

ched them all on the hed, as they had bin 

Efe Oiauntes, Epaminondas a famous 
— Captaine,ſoze hurte in a battaile, and 
3 cher. carryed out ok the fielde , halfe deade: 
hen tydinges was bzoughte him 

that bis Souldiers gotte the dap, aſked 

preſently , what became of his Buck: 

ler: whereby it appeareth, that hee los 

ued his — A linde it * 

that 


3 


of Abuſe, 30 


that he was a Fencer. TherfozeJ may 
liken them which woulde not haue men 
(ent to war til they are taught fencinge, 
to thoſe fuperſtitious wiſemen, whiche 
would not take vppon them to burye the 
bodpes of their friends, befoze they had 
beene caſt vnto wilde beaſtes. Fencing 
ts growne to ſuch abuſe, that J map wel 
compare the Scholers of this Schoole 
to them that pꝛouide Staues foꝛ their 
owne ſhoulders; that foſter Snakes, in 
their owne boſoms; that truſt Aolues, 
togarde they? Sheepe;And to the men 
| of Hyrcania, that keepe Paſliftes , ta 
| woozrye them (clues . Thoughe J 
ſpeake thistoothe ſhame of common 
Fencers. Jgoe not aboute the buſhe 
with Souldters, Homer calleth them 
the Sonnes of Iupiter, the Images Soudiers. 
of GO D, and the very ſheepeheards 
of the people: beeing the Sonnes of 
Iupiter, they are bountifull too the 
meeke; and thunder out plagues to the 
X pꝛoude in heart: beeing the Tmages of 
; G O O, they are the Mellpzloges 
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or Juſtice which giueth to euerp man 
his owne; beeing accoumpted the ſhepe⸗ 
beards of the people, they light with the 
Tool fe for the ſafetie of their flock and 
keepe of the enimie fo the wealth ok 
their Countrie. How full are Poets 
works of Bucklers, Battails, Lances, 
Dartes, Bowes, Quiners, Speares, 
Jauelins, Swoopdes, flaughters, Run- 
ners CTlzeltlers, Chartots, Dozle, and 
men at armes? Agamemnon beponde 
the name ofa King hath this title, chat 
he was a Souldier. Menelaus, becauſe 
he loued his Kercher better then a Bur⸗ 
gonet, a ſofte bed then a hard ftelde, the 
ſounde of Inſtrumentes then neighing 
of Steedes, a fapze ſtable then a faule 
wap , is let ſlippe without pꝛapſe. Jf 
Lycurgus befoze hee make lawes too 
Sparta, take counſel ot Apollo, whether 
it were good foꝛ him to teach the peo; 
ple tit and huſbandꝛy, he ſhalbe char⸗ 
ged to leaue thoſe pꝛeceyts to the white 
livered Hylotes. The Spartans are all 
ſteele, faſhioned out of cougher _— 

ree 
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free in minde,valiauntin hart, ſeruile to 
none, accuſtoming their fleſh to ſtripes, 
their bodyes to labour, their fcete to 
hunting, their handes to lighting. In 
Crete, Scythia, Perſia, Thracia, all the 
Lawes tended to che maintenance of 
Part iall diſciplpne. Among the Scy- 
thians no man was permitted to dꝛink 
of their keſtiuall Cuppe , which had not 
manfu'ly killed an enemie in fight. J 
coulde wiſhe itin England , that there 
were greater pꝛeferment fo2 the valiant 
Spartanes, then the ſottiſte Hylotes: 
That our Lawes were directed to re⸗ 
warding of thoſe, whoſe lives are the 
firſte, that muſt be hazarded to mapn⸗ 
taine the lybertie of the Lawes. The 
gentlemen of Carthage, were not allow 
ed too weare, any moe linkes in they 
chapnes, then they had ſeene battaples , 
Ik our Gallantes of Englande might 


tartp no moꝛe linkes in their Chapnes 


no2 ringss on their fingers, then they 
haue fought feeldes, their necks ſhould 
not bee very often wꝛeathed in Golde, 
nc; their handes embzodered with pꝛe⸗ 
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tious ſlones. Ik none but they might be 
ſuffered to dꝛinke out of plate, that haue 
in ſkirmiſh (lain one of her maieſlies e · 
nempes, many thouſands ſhoulde bzing 
carthen pots to the table. Let bs leatne 
by other mens harmes too looke to our 
ſelues, Ihen the gyptians were moſt 
buſp in their huſbandzy, the Scythians 
ouerran them:when the Aſſyrians were 
looking to their thaife, the Perſians wer 
in armes & ouercam the: when the Tro- 
1ans thoughte them ſelues ſafeſt , the 
Greekes were neereſt: when Rome 
was a ſleepe, che French men gaue a 
ſharpe aſſaulte too the Capitoll: when 
the Iewes were idle, their walles were 
raſed, ę the Romans entred: when the 
Chaldces were (pozting, Babylon was 
ſacked:when the ſenatoꝛs were quiet, no 
gariſons in Italy, Popey ftõ home, wic 
ked Catiline began his miſcheuous en 
terpꝛiſe. Ae are like thoſe vnthankfull 
people, which puffed vp with pꝛoſperity 
foꝛget the good turnes theyreceined in 
aduerſitie. The patient feeds his Phiſi⸗ 
tion w gold in time ok ſickneſle, # when 

be 
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be is wel, ſcarcely affooꝛds him a cup of 
water, Some there are that make nods 
of ſoldiers in open warrs, c truſſe them 
vp like dogs in the time of peace. Take 
heed ofthe forefurd nightcap , Jmeene 
thoſe ſchoolemen, that cry out vpõ Mars 
calling him the bloody God, the angry 
God, che furious god, the mad God, xo- 
Auo cy the tearethirſty God, Thele 
are but caſtes of their office  wozdes of 
courſe.That is a vain bꝛag & a falſe al 
larme,thac Tullie g iues to ſoldiers. 
Cedant arma toge,coceaat laurea linguæ. 
Let gunns to gouns, bucklers peeld to 
bookes. It the enemy beſcege vs, cut off 
our bictuale, pʒeuent fozrain aide, girt in 
the city, bring the Rãme to Þ walles, 
it is not Ciceroes tongue that ca peerce 
their armour to woũd the body, noꝛ Ar- 
chimedes pꝛickes, t lines, c circles 
triangles c Rhombus, t rifferaffe, that 
bath any fozce to driue them backe. 
Whilſt che one chats, his thꝛote is cut; 
whileſt the other ſyttes dzawing 
MPathematicall fictions, the enimie 
ſtandes wich a ſwozde at his hr 
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tious ſtones. If none but they might be 
ſuffered to dzinke out of plate, that haue 
in ſkirmiſh {lain one of her maieſlies e; 
nempes, many thouſands ſhoulde bzing 
carthen pots to the table, L et bs learne 
by other mens harmes too looke to cur 
ſelues,TUhen the Ægyptians were moſt 
buſy in their huſbandzy, the Scythians 
ouerran them:when the Aſſyrians were 
looking to their thzift, the Perſians wer 
in armes c ouercam the: when the Tro- 
1ans thoughte them ſelues ſafeſt , the 
Greekes were neereſt: when Rome 
was a ſleepe, the French men gaue a 
ſharpe aſſaulte too the Capitoll: when 
the lewes were idle, their walles were 
raſed, ⁊ the Romans entred: when the 
Chaldees were ſpoꝛting, Babylon was 
ſacked:when che ſenatoꝛs were quiet, no 
gariſons in Italy, Popey frõ home, wic 
ked Catiline began his miſcheuous ens 
terpꝛiſe. Ae are like thoſe vnthankfull 
people, which puffed vp with pꝛoſperity 
foꝛget the good turnes theyreceined in 
aduerſitie. The patient feeds his Phiſi. 
tion w gold in time of ſickneſle, + when 
he 
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be is wel, ſcarcely affooꝛds him a tup of 
water. Some there are that make gods 
of ſoldiers in open warrs, & truſſe them 
vp like dogs in the time of peace. Take 
heed ofthe forefurd nightrap, J meene 
thoſe ſchoolemen, that cry out vpõ Mars 
calling him che bloodp God, the angrp 
God, che furions god, the mad God,z 0- 
aud\axpup the tearethirſty God, Thele 
are but caſtes of their office woꝛdes of 
courſe.That is a vain bꝛag & a falſe al 
larme,that Tullie g iues to ſoldiers. 
Cedant arma toge,coceaat laurea linguæ. 
Let gunns to gouns, bucklers peeld to 
bookes. It the enemy beſcege vs, cut off 
our bictuale, pʒeuent fozrain aide, girt in 
the city, bring the Rãme to p walles, 
it is not Ciceroes tongue that ci peerce 
their armour to woũd the body, no2 Ar- 
chimedes pꝛickes, c lines, ⁊ circles 
triangles. Rhombus, x rifferaffe, that 
bath any fozce to drive them backe. 
Whilſt che one chats, his thꝛote is cut ; 
whileſt the other ſyttes dzawing 
Mathematicall fictions, the enimie 
ſtandes wich a ſwoꝛde at his *. 
— 


The Schoole 


The that talketh much, and doth litle, is 
like vnco him chat ſatles with a ſide 
winde, and is bozne with the tide to a 
wꝛong ſhoze. If they meane to doe any 
good indeed, bid them followe Demo- 
ſthenes, and ioyne with Phocion: when 
they haue giuen vs good counlell in 
woꝛzdes, make much of Souldters, that 
are redy to execute pſame with ſwoꝛds. 
Bee not careleſſe, Plough with wea⸗ 
pons by pour ſides, ſtudpe with a booke 
in one hande, a darte in the other: enioy 
peace, with pꝛouiſion foʒ war: when pou 
haue lefte the ſandes behinde pou, looke 
wel to the rocks that lye befoꝛe pou: Let 
not the ouercõming one Tempeſt make 
vou ſecure, but haue an eye to the cloude 
that comes from the South, and thꝛea⸗ 
teneth raine: the leaſt ouerſight in dan⸗ 
gerous Seas map caſt pou awape, the 
leaſt diſcontinuaunce of Parttal! exer⸗ 
ciſe giue pou the foyle. TWihen Achil- 
les loytered in his tent, giuing eare too 
Mulick, his ſouldiers were bidde to a 
hot bzeakefaſt. Hannibals power re- 
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ceinedmoze hurte in one dapes caſe ac 
Capua, then in al the confftets they had 
at Cannas. It were not good fo vs tou 
flatter otire ſelues with cheſe golden 
daxes:yinhe floodes haue lowe Ebbes: 
hotte Feuers, coulde Crampes: Long 
dayes choꝛte nightee; Dꝛie Summers 
moyſt inters: There was neuer foꝛt 
fo ſtrõg, dut it might be battered, neuer 
groũd ſo ftuittaui, but it might be barrk: 
never coũtt ie ſo populous, but it might 
be waſt: neuer Ponarch ſo mighty; but 
he might be weakened : neuer Realme 
ſu large, but it might be leſſened:ncuer 
kingdom ſofloziſhing, but it might bee 
decayed. Scipio betoze hee lemed bis 
fozce tua the walles of Carhage, gaue 
bis ſouldiers the pꝛint ot the Citie in a 
cake to bee deuoured: our tnimies with 
Scipio, haue already eaten vs with 
bꝛe ad, ſicked vp our blood in a cup of 
wine, They do but carry the tide: watch 
oppoztunitie, and wapte faz the rec⸗ 
koning, that wich the ſhet ok our lines , 

houlde pape foꝛ all. But that G DD, 
that neither flumbzeth noꝛ ſleepeth, foz 
ye loue of 1ſracl, that lretcheth, out 
C ' bis 
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bis armes frommoming to euening to 
couer his chilbzen,(as the Den deth her 
chicken with the ſhadow ol her wings) 
with the bꝛealh ol his mouth ſhall ouer⸗ 
thꝛow them. unch their own ſnares ſhall 
ouertake them, & hang them vp by the 
hatre of their owhe deuiſes. Notwith⸗ 
ſtanding it. behooueth vs in the meane 
ſeaſon, not to ſtick in the myze, and gape 
fo; ſuccour, without bling lame ozdina⸗ 
ry way bur ſelues: oʒ to lye wallowing 
uke Lubbers in the Ship ok the com⸗ 
mon wealth, crying Lozd, Loꝛd, when 
wee ſee the veſleltoyle, but ioyntly la ye 
our handes and heades, and helpes to⸗ 
gether, to auoyd the danger, x ſaue that, 
which muſt be the furetie of vs all. Fox 
as to the bodp, there are manymẽbers, 
ſeruing ta ſeuerall vſes, the eye to (ee, 
the eare to heare, the noſe to ſmell; the 
tongue ta taſte, the hande ta tauch, the 
let te to beate the whole burden of the 
reſt, and eueryone diſch argeth his due» 
tie without grudging; lo ſhoulde the 
whole body of che common wealth con. 
ſiſt offellowlabozers, all generally ſer» 
uing one head, * particularly — 
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their trade, without repining. Fromche 
bead co the foote, from the top tothe toe, 
there ſhould nothing be vaine, no body 
idle, Iupiter himſelf (hall ſtand fot exã · 
ple, who is euer in wooꝛk, ſtill moouing 
t turning about the heauens, it he ſhuld 
pull his hand from the frame, it were 
impoſſible foz che woꝛld to indur e. All 
would be dap, oꝛ al night; All ſpzing,o2 
all Autume; all Summer, oꝛ all winter; 
All heate oz all colde;all moyſture, oꝛ al 
dʒought; No time ta til, no time to ſow, 
no time to plant, no time to reape, the 
earth barren, the riuers ffope,the Seas 
ſtayde, the ſeaſons chaunged , and the 
whole courſe of natureonerthzows, The 
meane mult ladoz to ſerue the mightie 
the mightte muſt favyeto defende the 
meane-The ſubiects muſt ſweat in obe⸗ 
dience to their Jzince; the inte muſt 
haue a care ouer his-pooze vaſſals. Ik it 
be the dutie of euery man ina common 
wealth, one way 02 other to beſtirre his 
fkuinpes,Jcinot but blame thoſe lither 
cõtemplatoꝛs very much, which fit cons 
cluding of Sillogilimes in a copner , 
which in a clole ſtudy in he Univerſity 
'E.2+ * c0ope 
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.coope themſriues vp foztie peres togt» 
ther lludying all thinges, and pꝛoleſſe 
nothing . The- Bell is knowen bp his 

ſounde, the Byꝛde by her voyce, the 
Lyon by bis roze , the Tree by the 
fruite, a man by bis woozkes . To 
continue ſo long without moouing, to 
reade ſo much u ithout teaching, what 
differeth it from a dumbe Picture, oꝛ a 
deade body: No man is boꝛne to ſecke 
pꝛiuate pꝛofite: parte fo2 his coumttie, 

parte foz his friendes, parte fox bun 

{cife. The foole that comes into a 

fapze Garden , likes the beawtie of 

flowers, and ſtickes them in his Cap: 

the Philition conſidereth their nature, 
and puctes them in the potte: in the one 
they wither without pꝛolite; in the other 
they ſerue to the health of the bodie: Pe 
thatreadeth good wziters, and pickes 
out their flowers fo2 his owne nole, is 
lpke a foole ; hee that preferreth their 
bertue befoze theit weer (mel is a good 
Phiſition. When Anacharfrs traueled 

puer all Greece, to ſeek out wiſe men, 

hee founde none in Athens, though no 

ae een many good 
there 
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there, But comming to Chenas a 
blind billage, in compariſon of Athens ; 
a Palfockes Inne; he found ene Milos to 
well gouerning his hoſe , looking to 
his grounde, inſttucting his childzen, 
teaching his family, making ok marri 
ages among his acquayntance, exhoz⸗ 
ting his neighbours to love, & friendes 
ſhip, æ pꝛeaching in life, whõ, the Þht- 
lolopher koz his ſcarcitie of wooꝛdes 
plenty of wozkes,accompted the onelye 
wiſe man that euer he ſaw. IJ ſpeak not 
this to pzeferr Botley befoze Oxeford, 
a cottage ofclownes,befoze a Colledge 
of Pules ; Pans pipe, befo24 Apollos 
harp, But to ſhew pou that pooꝛe Milo 
can reade pou fuch a lecture of hiloſo⸗ 
phie, as Ariſtotle neuer dzeamed on. 
You muſt not thzuſte pour heades in a 
tubbe, x ſap, Bene duxit, qui bene lutuit: 
Pee hath liued well, that hath loitred 
well: ſtäding ſtreames geather filth ; 
flowing riuers, are euer ſweet. Come 
fooꝛch with pour licles, the Harueſt is 
greate, che labozers few; pul vp the ſlu · 
ces, let out pour ſpꝛings, geue vs dꝛink 
ofpour water , light of pour ryches;# 
Ez ſeaſon 
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ſeaſon vs a little with the Salt of vou 
knowledge. Let Phænix and Achilles, 
Demoſthenes t Phocion, Pericles & 
Cimon, Lælius & Scipio, Nigidius and 
Cicero, the woꝛd and the ſwoꝛd be knit 
togither. Set pour talents a wozke, lay 
not vp pour treſure fo2 takingruſt, teach 
earely t᷑ late, in time & out of time, ſing 
with the ſwan, to the laſt houre. Folowe 
the dauncing Chaplens of Gradiuus 
Mars, which chaunt the pꝛaiſes of their 
god wich vopces, and treade out the 
time w their feete. Plap the good cap⸗ 
taines, exhoꝛt pour ſouldiers with your 
tonges to fight, + bꝛing the firſt ladder 
to the wall pzur ſelues, Soũd like bels, 
and ſhine like Lanternes ; Thunder in 
woꝛds, and gliſter in wozks; ſo ſhall pou 
pleaſe God, pꝛoſite pour country, honoꝛ 
pourpʒince, diſcharge pour duetie, giue 
bp a good account of pour ſtewardſhin, 
and leaue no ſinne vntouched, no abuſe 
vnrebuked, no fault bupuniſhed. Suns 
dꝛy are the abuſes aſwell of Untuerſts 
tres as of other places, but they are 
ſuch as neither become me to touch, noz 
eucry idle hed to underſtand. The Thu- 
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findefault ſhould meddle with any abuſe 
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all his Schollers to fine peeres ſilence, 
that aſſoone as euer they crept fron: the 
ſhel,thep might not aſpireto the houſe 
top. It is not good fo2 euery man too 
trauell to Corinth, no2 lawfull foy all 
to talke what they liſte, oꝛ waite what 
they pleaſe, leaſt their tongues run be⸗ 
foze their wites, 02 their pennes make 
bauock of their Paper-And ſo wading 
too farre in other mens manners, whillk 
they fillthetr Bookes with other mens 
faultes , they make their volumes no 
better then an Apothecaries Shop, of 
peſtilent Dzugges; a quackeſaluers 
Budget of filthy receites; and a huge 
Chaos of fcule diſozder. Cookes did 
neuer long moe foꝛ great markets, noꝛ 
Fiſhers fo2 large Pondes, no2 greedy 
Dogges foz ſtoze of game. noꝛ ſoaring 
hawkes fo) plentie of fowle, then Car: 
pers doe nowe fo2 coppe of abuſes, 
that they might euer be ſnarling , and 
haue ſome Flyes oꝛ other in the way to 
ſnatch at. As J woulde that offences 
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ſhould not be hid, fox going vnpuniſhe d, 
no: eſcape woutſcourge foz ill example. 
So J wtth that euerp rebuker ſhoulde 
place a hatch befoze the dooze; keep his 
qut!'wincompas, Me that holds not him 
ſe!f contented with the light of the Sun 
but liftes vp his eyes to meaſare the 
bigneſſe, is made blinde; he that bites 
every weed to ſearch out his nature, 
may light vpon popſon, and ſo kill hun» 
ſelfe: he that loues to be lifting of euery 
cloude, map be ſtrooke with a thunder ⸗ 
volte, if it chaunce to rent; + he that ta⸗ 
keth vpon him to ſhew men their faults, 
map wound his owne credite, ik he goe 
too farre. Qe are not angry with the 
Clarke ofthe market, if he come to our 
ſtall, aud repꝛooue our balllance when 
they are faultie, oꝛ foꝛfaite our weights, 
when they are falſe: neuertheleſſe, if he 
pꝛeſunie to enter our houſe, and rig eue ; 
ry cozner, ſcarcking wote then belongs 
to his office: we lap holde on his locks, 
tnrne him away with his backe full of 
ſtripes, and his hands loden with his 
pwne amendes. The rekoze J will cons 
tent my lelfe coſhew pou no moꝛe = 
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ſes in my Schoole, then mp lelfe haue 
ſcene, noʒ ſo many by hundzeds, as J 
haue heard off. Lpons kolde bp their 
nailes, when they are in their dennes fox 
wearing them in the earch and neede 
not: Eagles dzaw in their tallants as 
they ſic in their neſtes, fo2 blunt ing thẽ 
there amonge dꝛoſſe: And J will cate 
Anco! in theſe abuſes, reſt my Barke in 
the ſimple ro ade, fo2 grating my wits 
bpon needeleſle ſhelues. And becauſe J 
accuſe other fo2 tteading awpy, which 
ſince J was bozne neuer went right, ber 
cauſe I finde ſo many faulces abzoade, 
which haue at home moꝛe ſpots in my 
body then the Leopard; mozeſtaines on 
my coate then the wicked Neſſus; moze 
holes in my life then the open Sine; 
moꝛe ſinnes in my ſoule than heares on 
my hed; If Jhaue beene tedious in my 
Lecture, oz pour ſelues be weary of 
pour le ſſou, harken no longer 
fo: the Clock, ſhut vp 
the Schoole, aud 
get pou home. 


FINIS. 


¶ To the right honorable 


Sir Richard Pipe, Knight, Lorde 
Maior of the Citie of London, and the 
right worſhipful his brethren, con- 
tunnance of health and mainte- 
nance ofciuil gouernment. 


ERICLES was 
{| woont (Right ho- 
Y&jnourableand wor- 
I chipful) as oft as he 
put on his robes, to 
„ preach thus vnto 
AAhimſelfe: Conſider 
wel Pericles, what thou doeſt, thou 
commaundeſt free men, the Greekes 
obey thee, & thou gouerneſt the Ci- 
tizens of Athens. If you ſay not ſo 
much to your ſelues, the gownes that 
you weare, as the cogniſances of au- 
thoritie; and the {word which is cari- 
ed before you, as the inſtrument of 
zuſtice ; are of ſufficient force to pur 
you in mind, that you are the maſters 
of freemen, that you gouerne the 
worſhipfull Citizens of London, and 
that you are the very Stewards of her 
Maeiſtie 
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Maieſtie within your liberties. Ther- 
fore ſith by mine owne experience I 
haue erected a Schoole of thoſe a- 
buſes, which I haue ſeene in Lendon, 
I preſume the more vpon your par- 
don, at the ende of my Phamphlet 
to preſent a fewe lynes to your ho- 
nourable reading. | 

Auguſtus the good Emperour of 

Rome, was neuer angry with accuſers 
becauſe hee thought it neceſſarye 
(where many abuſes flouriſh) for e- 
uery man freely to ſpeake his minde. 
And ] hope that Auguſtus (I meane 
ſuch as are in authoritie ) will beare 
with me, becauſe I touch that which 
is needefull to bee ſnewen. Wherein 
I goe not about to inſtruct you howe 
to rule, but to warne you what dan- 
ger hangs ouer your heads, that you 
may auoyde it. 

The Byrde Trochilut with craſhing 
of herbil awakes the Crocodile, and 
deliuereth her from her enemyes, 
that are readye too charge her in 
deade ſleepe. A little fine ſwimmeth 
con- 
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continnally before the great Whale, 
to ſhewe him the ſhelues, that he run 
not a ground: Ihe Elephants, when 
any ot their kinde ate fallen into the 
pittes, that are made to catch them, 
thruſt in ſtones and earth to recouer 
them: When the Lyon is caught in 
a trap, Æſeps Mouſe by nibling the 
cordes ſets him at libertie. It ſhall be 
1nough for me with 7rochi/#s to haue 
wagged my bil; with the little Fiſh to 
haue gone before you; with the Ele- 
phants to haue ſhewed you the way 
to helpe your ſelte; and with Æ- 
ſeps mouſe to haue fretted the ſnares 
with a byting tooth for your owne 
ſafetie. . 
he Thracians when they muſt 
paſſe ouer froſen ſtreames, ſende out 
theyr Wolues, whiche laying their 
eares to the yſe, liſten for noyſe : It 
they hear any thing, they gather that 
it moouesʒ it it mooue, it is not con- 
gealed; Ifit be not congealed, it muſt 
be liquide; If it be liquide, then will 
it yeclde; and if it ycelde, it is not 
good 
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good truſting it with-the weight of 
their bodyes , leſte they fincke. The 
worlde is ſo ſlippery, that you are of- 
ten inforced to paſſe ouer Yſe. Ther- 
fore Thumbly beſeech you to try far- 
ther, & truſt leſſenot your Woolues, 
but many of your Citizens haue al- 
read ſifted the daunger of your paſ- 
ſage, and in ſifting beene ſwallowed 
to their diſcredite. 

I would the abu ſes of my Schoole 
were as wel knowen of you, to refor- 
mation: as they are found out by o- 
ther to their one peril, But the fiſhe 
Sepia can trouble the water to ſhun 
the nettes, that are ſhot to catch her: 
Torpedo hath craft inough at the firſt 
touch to inchant the hooke, to con- 
jure the line, to bewitch the rod, and 
too benuaime the handes of him 
that angleth. Whether our Players 
be the Spawnes of ſuch fiſhes, I know 
not wel, yet I am fure that how many 
nets ſoeuer ther be layde to take the; 
or hookes to choke them, they haue 
Yakein their bowels to darken the 
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water; and ſleights in their budgets, 
to dry vp the arme of euery Magi- 
ſtrate. If their letters of commenda- 
tions were once ſtayed, it were eaſie 
for you to ouerthrowe them. Ageſi- 
laus was greatly rebuked, becauſe in 
matters of iuſtice, he inclined to his 
friends and became partiall. Plutarch 
condemneth this kinde of writinge, 
Nictam, ſi nt hil aamiſit noxe, exime Si 
quid admiſit, mihi exime; omnind autem 
bominem noxe exime . If Nicias haue 
notoffended, meddle not with him: 
If hee be guiltie, forgiue him for my 
ſake, What ſoeuer you doe, I charge 
youacquite him. This inforceth Ma- 
iſtrates like euill Poets to break the 
eete of their verſe, and ſinge out of 
tune, and with vnſkilful Carpenters, 
to vſe the Square and the compaſſe, 
the Rule and the Quadrant, not to 
builde, but to ouerthrow. 
Bona verba queſo. Some ſay that 
it is not good ieſting with edge toles: 
The Atheniens will mince Phocion 
as {mall as fleſhe to the potte, if * 
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bemad: but kil Demades if they bee 


ſober : And I doubte not but the go- 
uernours of London will vexe mee 


for ſpeaking my mindey when they 
are out of their wittes , and baniſhe 
their Players, when they are beſte 
aduiſed; 

In the meane time it behoo- 


-ucth your Honour in your charge, 


too play the Muſition, ſtreatch e- 


uery ſtring till hee breake, but ſette 


him in ordet. . Hee that will haue 
the Lampe too burne cleere, muſt 
aſwell powre in Oyle to nouriſh the 


flame, as ſnuffe the Weeke, to iu» 
creaſe the light. If your Honour 


deſire too ſee the Citie well gouer- 
ned, you muſt aſwell ſette to yout 


hand to thruſt out abuſes, as ſhewe 


your ſelfe willing to haue all amen; 
ded , And (leaſt I ſeeme one of 
thoſe idle Mates, which hauing no- 
thing to buy at home, and leſſe too 
ſell in the market abrode, ſtand at a 
boothe, if it be but to gaſe; or wan- 
ting worke in mine ow ne ſtudy, and 
4 hauing 
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hauinge no wit to gouerne Cities, yet 
buſye my braynes with your honora- 
ble office) I wil heere ende, deſi- 
ring pardon for my faulte, 
| becauſe Iam raſhe; & 
redreſſe of abuſes, 
becauſe they 
arnaught, 


. Your Honors c. 


, to commaunde, 


S tephan Goſſon. 


I The 
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To the G entlewomen (1 


tizens of re \Flouriſhing 
dayes with regatde of 
Credite, 


HE renerence thut I 
J owe you Crentlewomen, 
becauſe yore are Citi- 
U " = FILING the pitie wher - 
175 T 671! ler your 45 
— 0897 becauſe on are weat: 
2 WY hath thruſf out my bad. 
at the breaking Vp of my Schaole, to write 4 
few [mes to pour 2 ele ſeluet. Not i hat I 
thinke you to * rebuke 2 iale huſioinec, 
but commended and incouraged at vertu- 
out Dames. The freeſt horſe, at the wh ſhs 
of 4 wand, g orraes forwarde : The ſwi; teſt 
IIound, u *. he i hallowed,ſtrippes forth: 
The bindeſt Maſtibe, when he is cl. ipped on 
the lack. fit hiethᷣ beſt + The ſteuteſi Soul- 
= ” Pd FU ITremtet ſoun. = ferikes (ier- 
. The Callanteſt * er, mien the peo- 
egen, cetteth ground ler pay the perſe- 
Cl r ier, n cy ihey Are Pra” {ed „ minue 
greateſt cre: Aue. | 


Thang 
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I laue ſecne many of you whiche were 
wont to ſperte your ſelues at Theaters, whe 
you perceiued the abuſe of thoſe places, 
ſchoole your ſelues, & of your owne accorde 
abhorre Playes. Aud ſith you haue _ 
to wuharawe your ſteppes,contmew ſs (tt, 
if you be chary of ycur good name. For this 
16 generall, that they which ſpew theſelres 
openly , deſire to bee ſcene. It is not a ſoſte 
Noe that h calcth the Comte; nora golden 
Ring that arineth away te Crarrp: nor a 
crown of Pearle thut cureth the Me Krim; 
nor your ſober countenance, that defer get hi 
jour credit eʒ vor your friends which accom- 
pany yourperſon, that cæcuſe ner ſollj nor 
eur modeſtte at home, that coucreth your 
Ighineſſe, f you preſent gonr ſclucs in open 
7 heaters.Thonught is free: you can forludd 
no man, that vieweih Jou, to noate you, and 
that noateth yon, to ic ge yer, for entring to 
places of ſuſpition. M. lie Cores vhen i bey 
ſee their lende begin to bra; ii blrods 
at theſhon eof fare women, vine a vanton 
fob, or awiched wihe "laſs: '0 763: hes are 
{ay at,oly;ring faces cheeſiy mar le. 
and what follower? ? Lookmg eyes haue ly 


1 r 
J ans. — * 


To the Gentlewomen 
lung harter, libing harts may bur ne in luſt. 


We walke in the Sun many times for plea- 
ſure, but our faces are taned before we re- 
turne:though you go to theaters to ſe ſport, 
Cupid may catche you ere you departe. 
Thelitle God houereth aboute you, & fan- 
neth you with his wings to kmale fire: when 
yon are ſet as fixed whiter, Deſire draweth 
his arrow to the head, & ſticketh it vppe to 
the fethers , and Fancy beſtirreth him too 
ſhed his poyſon through enery vaine. If you 
doe but lifter tothe voce of the Fouler, or 
ioyne lookes with an amorous Gazer , you 
haue already made your ſelues aſſaultable, 
& yelded your Cities to be ſacked, A wan- 
ron eye is the darte of Cephalus , where it 
leueleth, thereit liyhteth, & where it hitts, 
it wounaeth deepe. If you giue but a glance 
to your beholders,you haue vayled the bon- 
net in toben of obedience: for the boulte is 
falne ere the eAyre clap; the Bullet paſte, 
ere the Peece crack the colde taken,ere the 
boch ſhiner; and the match made, ere you 

ftrthe handes. 
To auoyd thit diſcommoditie Cyrus re- 
fuſed to looke vppon Panthea, And Alex- 
ander 


© 
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ander the great on Darius wife, The fichs 
man that relcſheth nothin when hee ſeeth 
ſome about hm feede apace, and commend 
the taſt e of theſe diſhes which hee refuſed, 
blames not the meate,but his owne diſeaſe: 
And] feare yon will ſay that it is no ripe 
magement but a rawe humor in my ſelſe, 
which makes me condemne the reſorting to 
Playes; becauſe there come many thyther, 
which in your of imion ſucke no peyſon, but 
feede hartely without hurt; therefore I doe 
very ill to veiett that which other lite, and 
cemplaine ſtill of mme one maladie. 

In dee de] muſt confeſſe there comes to 
Playes of all ſortes old and young;t is hard 
to ſay that all offcnd,yet Ipromiſe you, I wil 
ſweare for none. For the aricſt flax flameth 
ſoonef?,i+ the greeneſt wood ſmoketh moſt, 
gray heads haue greene thong hts,and young 
ſlrppes are olde twinges. Beware of thoſe 
placet, which in ſorrowe cheere you and be- 
gurle you in mirt h. Jon muſt not cut your 
bodyes to your garmentes , but make your 
gownes fie to the proportion os f your boayers 
nor ſaſptõ your ſeluet, to open ſtectacles, hut 
tye all jour ſporteſ to the good difpoſitionof 

F 3, 4 ver- 


To the Gentlewomen 


a vertuous minde. At Diceplay, enery one 
wiſheth to caſte well; at Bowles euery one 
cranes to biſſe the maiſter, at running eue- 
yy one ſtarteth to win the goale; At ſuoting 
euery one ſtrines to hit the marke ; and will 
not you in all your paſtimes and recreations 
ſeeke that which ſhall yeelae you moſt pro- 
fue & greateſt credue*] wil not ſay you are 
made to toile, & I dare not graunt that you 
Mould be idle, But if there be peace in your 
houſes,andplentie in your Coafers , let the 
good precept of Xenopho be your exerciſe: 
in all your eaſe and profþeritie , remember 
God, that he may be mindeful of you, when 
your heartes grone and ſucconr you ſtill in 
the time of neede. Be ener buſied in godly 
meditations: ſeeknot topaſſe ouer the gulf 
with a tottering plank that wil deceiue you, 
When we caſt off our beſt clothes, we put on 
rag gesʒ hen our good deſirex are once laide 
aſide, wanton mil begins to prick, Being pen- 
ſuue at home, if you go to 7 heaters to driue 
ad bay fancies jt is as good Phyſike , as for 
the ache of your head tos knocke out your 
brains,o when you are ſlung with a Waſp, 
to rub the ſore with a Netile. When pon 
are 
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Are greeued paſſe the time with your neig h- 
boures in ſober conference, or if you can 
read let Bookes bee your comforte, Doe not 
imitate thoſe fooliſhe Patientes, which ha- 
umg ſought allmeanes of reconery, and are 
neuer the neere run vnto Witchcrafte. If 
your greefe be ſuch, that jau may not diſ- 
cloſe it, and your ſorrowe ſo great, that yon 
loth to utter it, looke for no ſalue at Player 
ort heatere, leſt that labouring to ſhun Sylla 
you lig ht on Charybdis;to for ſake the deps 
you periſh in ſands, to warde a light (tripe, 
you take a deaths wound; and to leaue Phi- 
fick., youflee to mchaunting, You neede not 
| goe abroade tobe tempted,you (hall be inti- 
fed at your owne windowes.The beſt coun- 
ſel that I can giue you gs to keepe home, & 
ſhun all occaſion of ill ſpeech, The wirgins 
of Veſta were ſhut vp faſt in ſtone walles to 
the ſame ende. Tou muſt keepe your ſmecte 
faxes from ſcorching in the ſun, chapping in 
the winde, and warping with the weather, 
which is beſt perfourmed by ſtuying with- 
in. Andif you perceine your ſelues in any 
anger at your owne doores, either allured 
Y curteſſe iu the day, or aſſaulted with Alu- 
* 
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Tothe Gentlewomen, 
ficke mthe night, (loſe vp your eyes, ſtopps 
your earer,tys vp your tongues; when then 
ſpeake aunſweare not; when they hallowe, 
foope not; when they ſighe, laugh at them; 
when they ſue, ſcorne them; Shumne their 
comnany, neuer be ſeene where they reſort; 
ſo ſhall you neither ſet them proppes when 
they ſeeke to clime; nor holde them the ſtir- 
rop when they profer to mount. 

Theſe are harde leſſons vuhich Tteach 
yon; neuertheleſſe, drinke vppe the potion, 
though it like not your taſt, and you ſhall be 
eaſed; reſiſt not the Surgeon , though he 
Brike in his knife, and yon ſball bee cured, 
The Fig tree is ſower but ityeeldeth ſweete 
fruite ; Thymus is bitter, but it giueth 
Honny, my Schoole is tarte but my counſel 
ir pleaſant jf you imbrace it, Shortiy I hope 

to ſend out the Ephemerides of Phialo, 
by whom (if I ſee you accept this) 
I wil gine you one diſh for 
our owne tooth, 
Farewell. 


Yours to ſerue at Vertues call, 
Stephas Goſſon. 


